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1. Hapd to be hit on, and therefore the more carefully to be
heeded. Much gosd loft becaule the oppostunity 1 flipt : becaufe
to every pwrpofc there is atime and judgmens, sherefore the mifcry
of Manis great upon bim, Ecclef. 8. 6. .

2. Moft Succefsful ufually, if obferved. The thing is then
Beautifwl, Ecclel. 3. 11. and therefore taking : upon thc Wheels
then; and thercfore goeth on fmoothly.1 am no Arminian,to make
the Efficacy of Grace to confilt in Moral perfwafions applied tempore
& modo congruis, iathe fitnefts and feafonablenefs of fuch Appli-
cations. No: I know that God to thew the freemefs and prevail-
ing Efficacy of his Grace, fometimes works it (as in’ Pan/and
others) when the Sinner is molt indifpofed,as Chriff the Phyfician
came when the World was moft Corrupted y who, otherwife than
other Phyficians, can to purpofe give Phyfick in the height of a
Fit, as he cured Simon’s Wive’s Mother, In aftx Febrisy in the
very Paroxifm of her Difeafe. Nulium sempus occiris Regi.

SERMON XXXIX,  1sme_

PuiIL, 1.21, 2. 16¢8..

For ta me to live s Chyift, andto die is gaim,

4 Ccording as our Nutwre is, {0 proportionably is our
Life and Pra&ice. Itis fo with us, as we are Men; and:
fo it thould be with us, as we are Chriffians.  As fuch,.
in my former Text lately bandled, Peter told us that .
our Nature is Divine 5 and Paxl telleth us here, that his Life is 3 pet, 1, 4..
fuch : To me to live is Chrift, and fo to die is gain. © When Chrift
firft is our Life, then even Death at laft proves our advantage.
In the two following Verfes, the Apoftle telleth us, he isin o
frait between swo, and knew not which of them to chufe. Hap--
py firaic ! Not fuch an one as David was in, 2 Sam. 24- 14.
when he was to chufe which of three Evils, but of two Geod
things, and both fo Good, that he knew not which to make
choice of.  Such a proffer whether to live or die to a condem-
ned Malefa@or would not be accounted a Strait, but an happy

Enlargement, when all his hopes are in Life, and he hath no
. ' affurance:
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 affurance of any Good after Deaths Skin for Skin, and all be
Job2.4-  “would give for bis Life. Indeed fuchan Option (whether of Life
%‘lef“" 17 or Death) was once by God tendred to Adam, and by Mofes and
,;.m' 30 1% Feremiab aftexward to Ifrael5 and Death wasby them unhap-
Jer.21.8,  pily made choice of, not as fometimes ¥ it is out of prefent an-
*Jer.8.3.  guifth and wearine(s of Life, but from defperate preferring of
Luft to Life, and a carelefs, if not wilful Ignorance or non-at-
tendance of what Death and its confequents come to. But
Pauls both Cafe and Temper here was far better. Becaufe
Death would have been his own gain, fo he could willingly
have made choice of it : But becaufe his Life would be Chrift’s
and the Church’s advantage (which he muft prefer before him-
felf, and therefore deny him(cIf rather than them) fo 5 as Chrift,
Mat. 26.39, when Nature fimply would have defired Life, out of Obedience
42. to his Father, chofe Death; fo, on the contrary (but from the
fame Spirit ) the Apoftle Mortem babet in defiderio, vitam in
patientid. ‘When Self-intereft would have made choice of Deatbh,
Chrift's Intexelt makes him chufe Life. And happy he, thathe
' might fo well do either, fecing to bim to live was Chrift, and to -
Calvin, Bexa, Jie” gpac gain. Chrilt, (as other Interpreters and Tranflators
C.Lapide  yender it) being to him both in Life and Death sdvantage. -
This latter reading Calvin preferreth, as containing a lefs forced
Senfe, and a more full Doctrine, and beft agrecing with the
' _ words foregoing in the precedent Verfe, in which the Apoftle
Indifferens fibi exprefled himfelf confident, that Chrift fhowld be magnified in bim,
¢85 in2gvo and that he was indifferent whether by Life or Death, becaufe
affirmas vivat (35 he addeth in this Verfe)both in Life and Death Chrift wonld be -
e omiars 84in 10 bim. Which not only Beza,and Bullinger,and Hemmingiss
Chrifumba- follow, butalfo fome of the Popith Expofitors, taking leave to
bens utrumgue forfake their own vulgar Interpreter.  For my part with Zanchy,
’C“gl".‘ff'”’?- and Pifcator, and the joynt concurrence of Antiquity, I take
vin. leave in this to follow the old Interpreter, and our laft Tranfla-
tion ; which I do not find clog’d with the fore-obje&ed Incon-

veniencics. i
The Dodirine contained in the words thus read being full, as
we fhall afterwards ec in the handling of them, the Senfé no-
’ thing forced ( as was Obje&ed ) but eafie, and obvious, and
cxac‘%ly agrecable to the 'words as they are placed in the Greek ,
without the har(her Tranfpofition of them, and Addition of
fome not exprefled in the Original Text, which the other read-

ing is incumbred with. '

And
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And laftly for the Coherence, much more agreeable to the See Zanchy s

ords foregoing, to which they relate, as appears by the caufa) P¥/carer i lo-
;'S, for.  And they are not thofc, ver. 19. For I know that this ““™
Jhall turn to my Salvation: But thofe immediately preceding
, (ver-20.) Chrift hall be magnified in my Body, whesber it be by C.u Lapide

Life or by Deash: For tome 1o live is Chrift, and todie i gain. )
In which words he giveth an account, how Chrift would be . '
glorified both in his Life and Death, as Aquinas obferveth, the Ofendst quo-
two parteof the Text anfwering the two Expreffions in the end ::ﬁ; %2,', "
of the two forcgoing Verfes, 72 me to live is Chrift 5 that is, if per virans vel
I live, theaim and bufinefs of my whole Life thall be to promote 7orrem.
his Honour and Service, and fo he fhall be glorified by my life, gq“'ﬂ- i loc,
this exprefly : The other Pifcatdr thinks more impliedly, I con- c;;::f;:’f,’"
ceive exprefly enough: Thus; If I die a Martyrin his Caufe, ner ad magni.
he will be as much if not more magpnified by my Death, and fofeentiam
far he will be a Gainer, and my felf alfo to boot, for then I (hall ]C_{f' .
be with Chrift, which is mMa& udMov wpéisaov , much more loemar 1%
betser, evenbeft of all. '

And {oin the words of the Text (fpoken by Paul, both as
an Apofile, and as a Believer) we have thefe two Obferva-
bles, 1. A good days Work. 2. A good evenings Wages and
nights Reft, The Work and Bufinefs of a truc Chriftian’s
Life, and she Happinefe of his Death, the one is Chrift, the
otheris Gain : For to me to live is Chrift, and to die is gain.

The firft then is this, That Chrift is a true Chriftian’s Life: pg. 1,
or rather in the words of the Text, To a truc Believer to Live
is Cbrift . For {o Zanchy obferves, that the Apoftle doth not
{ay, Chriftis bis Life,as the efficient caufe of it, but Ipfum vi-
vere, his very Life*was Chrift, as the Final caufe of it, the whole
that he did and aimed at in it. So that Chrift is not the Sxb-
jedi of the Propofition, as Calvis and Bexa would, have it, but
the Predicate, fo that whatever he, either projeed or acted,
Chrift might be predicated of it, it had theSignature of Chrift,
fomething of Chrift, as the Principle or Effe¢t, End or Obje&
of it was ftamped and found uponits But hereinI lift not to
be over-curious. Take it (if you pleafe) according to the for-
mer Expreflion as more plain, Chrift is a Chriftion’s Life. But
that you may know in what Senfe it’s here meant, Chrilt may be
faid to be a Chriftian’s Life two ways: ‘

1. On Chrift’s part, as he is -the Efficiens , Procreans, and K]

Confcrvans, the Author and Preferver of a Chriftians Life even
Natural,
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AQs17.28. Natural, Fobn 1. 3, 4. but cfpecially Spiritual and Eternal, who
" isboth the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 14.6. But this
is not here intended, though in the profecution of this Point

we fhall have occafion to make ufe of it. '

2. Butfecondly, On the Chriflian’s part, ‘Chritt is- his Life,
in that he defireth and endeavoureth to make him fo, thatal-
though he live in the Flefh, (as he fpeaks in the following Verfe)

- yet he liveth not to the Flefth,but to Chrift. His Natural Life he
looks at as a Mercy,as in which he hath opportunities 4nd advan-
_ tages to honour and ferve God, and to do Good to himfelf and
others : Otherwile to Hve, only to live, though it be with
eafe, content, and pleafure, it’s not worth the while, as that
which Beafts as much, it may be moré than we, attain to; but
if (asoftentimes it falls out with many) which we {ce (as we
are wont to fay) labouring for Life in Penury and Infamy with
bodily Pains and Sicknefs, and inward Horror and Anguifh,
Death hath by many been defired, racher than fucha Life : It
Jer.8.3.  is Vita minime vitalis : But 18 {v xpi50s, the Life, that vital
Job. 3. 11, 20, Ljfe which a Chriftian (as fuch) defires to live, without which
o &’;&‘: a Man, though otherwife never fo lively, is dead whilft be livestb,
1 l.(ings.l 9,.4. is Chrift only. :
Jonah 4. 3. But how and in what refpeés doth a Chriftian thus make
Chrilt bis Life ?

1.Firft as the vital Principle from which he a&eth:For that life
is in every living Creature, and fo Chrift is to evety living Chri-_
ftian.  Pasl liveth, but not fo much heas Chrift in him, becaufe
he in and from Chrift ; as Diomyfius Areop. makes it the top of

LendinLam, theSouls perfe@ion in Praying, Working Suffering, Potiss
4_‘:;. WA paffive quam a8live [¢ babere: The life which I now live, I live
Rom. 1.17. by the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2.20. 1¢’s a Life of Faish,
We live moft - and Faith feccheth all from Chrift,wéti iq G, I can do all things,

in our ' Phil.4.13. Great words you will fay,and may be ready to think
:’r}nrgcp;;si,t:s fpoken by fome Thrafonical Bragad:)cio. What! Al things ?
ey Can he both do and fuffer all Things? (For that is his meaning)

And that with an igUs, with full Strength and Ability ? Yes,
but in the very next words with the fame Breath, he tells you,
whence his Bow had fuch a back of Steel: 1’s &v 76 évduve-
pHi e xpis, it was all in and from Chrift that firengtbened
or enabled bim : In which Expreffion, take notice of this mul-
tiplied Emphafis. 1. I’ not I, but Chrift. 2. Oxoad poten-
tiam, for the Power, Faculty, and Ability of it, It’s ¢vdw- .

vausvli,
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veusili. It’s his Oveyus which is the canfe of my igqus. 1It's
his Power that works in me this Ability. 3. Quoad attsm, for

“the A&, or my aual excrting and putting forth this Ability,

it’s again €v. 7@ ¢vdwvausdl, it’sfrom his aG&aal Influence, by
which he a&ually fircngtheneth me. 4. Quoad continuationem,
for the continuation of it ,'i’s ftill &v 76 tvdvrausil,which Par-
ticiple expreflethacontinued A&, it’s from Chrift ftill enabling
me, for thould he leave off never fo lictle, I fhould prefently
ftand fill and do nothing. And laftly, it’s not dwveusili, but
Rill &vdwvaepxili, which fignifieth not only a lighter outward
touch, but an inward ena&iog and enabling, as from a Vital
Principle, which David phrafeth by God’s ftrengthening bim with
firengsh in bis Soul, Pfal. 138.3. And Pawl by being jtrength-
ned with Might by the Spirit in the inward Man, Ephel. 3. 16.
All this our Apoftle feels and acknowledges that he hath nced
of from Chrift in his living to him, and a&ing for him, as be-
ing very fenfible of the truth of what hebefore had faid, Ephef.
1. 19. that it’s no lefs than the exceeding greatnefs of bis Power,
according to the working of bis mighty Power, which i to us-ward
who believe. The Expreflion according to our Tranflation is
moft full : But the Greek far more Emphatical, which runs thus:
T3 e pCaMay mhyclos @ Suvdmews aus xaer Ty EWpyeay
T5 npdTds iag_uos &uls, in which Pifcator obferveth, and ad-
mireth a wonderful heaping up of very many moft Significant
and Emphatical words, and all too few to exprefs that uncon-
ceiveable Greatne(s of God’s Power,which we need, and he puts
forth in his People. 1Itis, 1. The Power of God. 2. The Svayus
Greatnefs of that Power, uéycbos 2 duvduecs. 3. The ex- npolTos

.cefs of that Greatnefs, T \wep€éMov. And, 4. The Energic 4 us.

or effeltwsl Working of all: And all this every faithful Soul finds yral Ty

and feels it hath need of from Chrilt to any fpiritual vital opera- répycio.

tion,and therefore accounteth the Motto of the Spider (if applied

hither) to have deadly Poyfon in it, Ego debeo mulli. No: It

oweth all to Chrift, and judgeth that a moft profane and blaf-

phemous faying of Mezentius, Dextra mihi Demws, My Right. Entad. ro.

hand is my God. Oh!nos but on the contrary, ney God is

my Right-hand,my Chrift is my Strength,my Life,my All, Ide-

pend for all upon Him, I receive all from Him; my Head, Root,

Life, * the Strength of my Life, Pfal. 27.1. The Fountain of’C‘;:;l& M

Life, Pfal. 36. 9. which it by my fin obftructed and intercepted jglpf’n 6,5', 30

trom me, Icando nothing 5 am nothing, but dead, dry, empty, Deut. 30. 20.
: Nnnn as
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Jofhe 3. 13«
16.

Chrift is for-
medin hsm,

Gal. 4.19.

Mat, 24. 23.

When the Life

of Chriftss
manifefied in
0s, 2 Cor. 4
1.

Heb. 7. 26.
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asfome Allegorize that of the Pfalmilt, Pfak 74.15. If thou
divideft the Fonntain and the Flond, then thou drieft wp r=yyqm3
rPR cven the fulleft and m:'fbti:{i Rivers.

2. Chrift is a Chriftian’s Lile, as the Cawfs exemplaris, as the
Sampler and Pattern, which (as you ufe 0 fay) to the very Life
he defires and endcavours in his Life to imitate and expres , (o
as it may both be like bim, and befeem him.  Chrift is my Life,
when in my Life I'am not a Counterfeit, but as it were a lively
PiGure of Chrilt, xod& Xpisdv, after Chrift, or according to
Chrift, as the Apoftle’s phrafeis, Col. 2.8. Asa dead Parent
may be faid tolivein his Child that is like him, and Chrift in us,
when we live after his Example. :

x.- When (as Ifaid) we imitate him, and follow bis fteps, as
the Apbfile fpeaketh, 1 Pet.2,21. he fpeaks there of like-pati-

_ent Suffering, which Paxl calls the filling up of the Usepiucera
"F ONideov TS Xeis%s of what was bebind of the Sufferings

of Chrift : Not of Chrift perfonal for Satisfadtion, but of Chrift
Myftical for Edification, and fo from our Union with him
and -Affimilation to Him our A4flidions are called Chrift’s;
Chriftis as it were feen fuffering inus, and fo in our Chriftian
Chrift-like walking, Chrift is feen walking, and working, and
living inuss that when fome fay, Lo, bere is Cbrift in this way,
and others fay, Loc, bere is Chrift in another, it may be trnly
faid of us, Lo, bere is Chrift indecd , where is to be feen fo
much of Chrift, and when Chriftians are T wuhuade Tis
&Aubxs xjolmus, Imitations and Tranfcripts of Chrift’s Holi-
nefs and Humility, and Love, and Meeknefs, . when I fay

we thus imitate Him,
2. And thereby lively expre(s Him, fhewing forth not our own
weakne(s and corruptions,but his Virtues and Praifes, 1 Pet.a.9.
And this efpecially when our former Cuftoms, or natural
Tempers, are or have becn more unlike and crofs, and contrary
to Chrift, proud, froward, malicious, revengeful, érc. If
now fuch a former finful felf difappear, andin-ftead thereof on
the quite contrary more of Chrift look out, in our or rather his
HumilitygMecknefs and Love, truly then Chrift more eminenly
is our Life s whenHe looks out {o muchin our Lives, and /i~
veth more in us, than we in our felves, that the-World may
know what Chrift is whom they do net fée, by beholding what
weareand do whom they do fec, that He is Holy and Harm-
lefs, and feparae from Sinners by finding us fo. Chrift is then
our
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_our Life, when in 6ur life we thus imitate and expres Him.

And,
3. Thereby thirdly, Take care o to live as may be werthy of
Him, Phil 1. 27. may become and befeem Him, be a Praifcand
Honour to Him, and o what the Apoftle, 1 Pet. 2. 9. faith
of the Faithful (who are like to Chrift, living Stones, ver. g,
asHe is, ver.4.) that they fem forth bis Virtues : The Syriack
(whom our Ewglife follow) renders it His Praifes, the Som of
Righseonfuefs fhining out glorioufly, as reflected on the lives and
sof his Servants. Whereas on the contrary, for profeficd
hriftians to live vicioufly and fcandaloufly , whereby he is
difhonouted, and his Name bafphbemed, Rom. 2. 24. as the :
Apoftle faid in another cafe, shis is wot 2o eas the Lord’s Supper, 1 Cor. 11. 20,
fo truly, this isnot to live the Life of Chrift, or Chrift to live '
inuss thisis not that Chrift which the Apoftle meaneth, when
he faith, to bim o liveis Chrift. No, this is a falfe Chrift, or
ratheran Awsiebrift, when the true Chrift' is thus difguifed and
difhonoured by ws 3 as when the Fews had mufited and Bir upon
Chrift, then for Pilaste to brimg bim forth, and fay, Bebold the John1y. 5:
Man, was yather in way of Derifion thanany thing elfe, and
no better do we yet deal with him, when whilft we profefs Him
we thus difhonour Him.
3. But thirdly, Chrift isa Chriltian’s Life, when He is Caxfa
Finalis, when He, his Honour and Service is the main End and
Scope, at which in the courfe of his Life he chiefly aimeth
.and labours to promote, as knowing or defigning no end of his
Life than to live to God, according to that, Pfal. 119, 17, Deasl
bommtifully with thy Servans, that I may live and keep thy Word. .
This is that, which lntclpni‘texs generally agree in to be the
principal thing intended by the Apoftle in this Expreffion, which
divers of them diverfly paraphrafe, but to the fame purpofe.
If Ilive it is to Chrift, fo the AEthiopick readsit. Non alia canfa sivivo,Chrifti
wolni vivere, nifi Chrifti; I would not live for any camfe elfes but canfd vivo s ff
ChrifPs, So Hierom, Ibave confecratedmy life to Chrift and his putidind/ meo
Gofpel.  So Eftius, He is the feope of my life. So Pilcator, Si,,,. Sshour.
viXero, nibil alind mibi propofui, non alia mercede vivo, &c. I.n promovenda
propound nothing elfs in my whole Life, Idefire no other Stipend or glorsa Chrifis.
Wages for all my Work and Warfare, but only to bonour and ferve Pifcacor.
Cbrift ix the Gofpel, So Calvin.  Agwinas (methinks) well re-
folveth it. Life importeth Motion, and is the a&ive Principle 7 locwsm.
of it; and therefore as in other Cafes, the end that moves the
Nnnn 2 Agent
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Agent to a& he propesly calls his Life (Ut venatores venatio-
nem, amici amicum) : So Chrift and his Glory (as being that,
which as his main end, fetteth the Chriftian on” wotking) may
well be called his Life, in which he liveth, -and in the Defign
and Profecution whereof the firength of his Life is {peut and
exercifed. Chriftis his A and ©, All he hath or is, he hath
from Him, and all he is, hath, orcan do, is all for him. Al
manner of pleafant Fruits, new and old, I bove laid up for shee,
O my Beloved, faith the Spoufe, Cant.7.33. The Beft, the All
of a Chriftians Abilities, Gifts, Graces whatfoeever, and how
precious foever they be, they are all for Chrift, ready preft to -
ferve Him, paid inasa Tribute to Him. ~ Asof Him, fo to Him

sre all shings, Rom. 11.36. As there is owe God the Fatber, of
whom are all things, and wetis &uly for Him, {0 one Lord Fefus
Chrift, by whom are all things, and we by Him, 1 Cor. 8. 6.
yea, and to Himand for Him : for of Him it’s elfe-where faid,

. Whether we live, we live untothe Lords or whether we die, we die

snto the Lord> and [o whetber we live or die, we are she Lords,
Rom. 14. 8. And thefe laft words give a fufficient Reafon of
the former: if weare she Lords, then we thould live ¢0 the Lord 5
if we be not oxr own Men, but Chrift’s ranfomed Servants, then,
as the Mafter’s Service, Honour, and Advantage, is or ought
to be the Servant’s aim and fcope in his whole Employment, fo
Chrift’s thould be ours, and fo He becomes our Life. For we
livemuch in our Ends and Defigns which we proje and en-
deavour to promote, and according to them, though not only
yet efpecially, our Lives are to be judged of 5 as in Sther Cafes,
fo in this Particular, if the conftant Tendencies and real Inten-
tions of our Souls be ferioufly for Chrift, to pleafe, honour,
and ferve Him , this is to have Chrift for our life, and thus to
live (inthe Apoftle’s Phrafe here)is Chrift, when (as he fpake in
the Verfe foregoing) our &moxapgdoria, the earnchieft out-look-
ings of our Souls are, that Chritt may be glorified by xs, whe-
ther by Life or by Deash. And this is beft, when itis in our
more frequent a¢tual Thoughts and Intentions of it ; however
it muft be in ourinward gencral and habitual Difpofition,Frame,
and Purpofe of Heart, and conftant courfe of Life, as a Tra-
veller’s refolved intention of his Journies end at his firft fetting
out, and after progrefs in the way to it, though atevery fiep
he maketh he do not attually think of it. In a word, when
we own no other Interefts but Chrift’'s, or at leaft none that are

con-
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contrary, but only fichas arereducible and {ubordinate toit,
when we neither ftart nor purfue any other falfc Games, which
(adverfa fronse) broadly look and run counter contrary to him,
® no nor with afquint Eye look afide to thefe golden Applesof
Pleafure, Profit, or other Self-advantage caft in our way,when
we {cem to take never fo fpeedy and ftraight courfe tohim : but
when odr Eyes lok right on, and owr Eye-lids look fireight before pq, , ,
%, as Solomon {peaketh, asthey Fer. 50.5. who a:b}ed the way. T4
#0 Zion with sheir Faces thitherward, and as it’s faid of our Savi.
our, Twedownov &ils iiv wopeusuevov, that his Face was going,
or,as though be would go to Ferufalem, Luke 9. 53. fo when with
a (ingle Eyeand Heart we direétly and indeclinably eye and
look at Chrift and his fGlory, fo that all that obferve us may.
well take notice which way our Eyeand Heart Jook, this is to
. have Chrift indeed fully both in our Eye and Heart; and fo
Cbrift is owr Life, when thusin our Heart the feat of Life,
Otherwife to drive a Trade for our felves, whillt we profefs
our felves only Fa&ors for Chrift, to feek our own advantage (as
Panl,Phil. 2 21. faith moft do) and not the things of Fefus Chrift,
-orif atall,yet only in fubordination to our own Ends and Inte-
xefts, thisis Self, not Chtift 5 tofeck and find she Life of our
own band (as the Prophet’s phrafe is, Ifa 57. 10.) not to expre(s
Chrift living in us, as itsfaid of Gad, Deut. 33. 21+ that he pro-
vided the firft part for him{elf, and as Pharaoh faid, my Riveris "IN
mine own, and I bave made it for my [elfy or I have made my whwy
felf, Ezck. 29. 3. asthe vulgar Interpreter reads it, and both
the words and the fenfe of the place will bear it, and fo psoved
his own both Creature and Creator together. But the Crea-
ture,whofe Life,Chrift is, knoweth that God batb created all for p, 16 4.
bimfelf : aod therefore in the Apoftle’s fenfe here in the Text, -4
makes his Life to be Chrift. Si qwidem vita mea, mea (inguam)
Chriftus eft, as the Syriack renders it, Chrift is all the Life, which
isany way mine : becaufe nothing I own asmine, which is nog
Chrift’s, and which I do not enjoy or purfucina tendency and
fubordination to Chrift. F:Z' none of us liveth to bimfelf, and
#0 Man dyeth to bimfelf : but whetber we live , we live unto the .
Lord, argbetber wj; {ly, wedy unto the Lords whether we live Rotm. 14. 7,8-
or dy, we are the Lord’s, as 'the Apoftle fpeaks in the place
before cited. .
. 4. Fourthly, Chrift is a true Chrifiian’s life, as he is the fub-

je& or Obje& of his Life, for fo we are faid to live, not {o much
in
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in our felves, as in thofe things which our Hearts and Lives are
cither wholly or chiefly taken up with. And fo the Chriftian if
true to his rule, livesnotin himfelf, but Chrift in him, and he
in Chrift. When the whole Man is fully taken up with Chrift, ®
as to fear God, and keep his Command'maus; is TN \‘73

Col.3.11.  the whole Man, Ecclel. 32. 3. So Chrift, who is wdvla », &v
w&ow, allin allin himfelf and to all his, is the whole of 3 Chri-
ftian, whiltthe dwells in bis Hears by Faith, Ephef. 3. 17. and
fo as to take up all the room there, that the whole Soul is foll of
Chrift, as that which it liveth upon, and the Obje& which he
is poffeffed, entertained and taken up with,

" L. In his Thoughts and Meditations, and we live much in
our Thoughts, as being the firlk out-goings of the MIN¥IVM
= ' or emanations and Iffwes of a rational Life, which $o-
Jomon fpeaketh of Prov. 4+ 23. and thofe, 2% I thofe Pof~
JSeffions of the Heart, Job, 17. 11. which the Soul of a2 Man is
pofleffed with. Fob there fpeaks of the thoughts of other things:
but to a true Chriftianjas {uch, Chrift is that which his
thoughts are chicfly poffefled with, and which the firft natu-

2 Co g, Tal Iffues of his Spiritual Life go out to, the Gofpel (not a Cru-
" 31%  Gifix) being that Glaf7 which he is ever looking into, to bebold
inis the Glory of God in the Face of Fefus Chbriff. 1t’s made the

black Mark of an ungod’y Man,that God is wot in all bis thowght 5,

Rom.3, 5. Pfal 10, 4. but it’s the lively CharaCer of a true Chriftian, thae
Chrift is ever in his, whom as God we ¢£0¢lo, hath fz2 or beld

forth as a propitiation, as a Brafen Serpent for him that is fuwg to

Jook #pon and be healed, {o a long-lo king wift Eye of Faith is

intently fixed upon himin faddeft aud fweetelt, moft conftant

and ferious Meditations : amid(k all other moft bgauriful Obje@s

chufeth out Chrift to pitch his,Eye on, asthey. Febm12.21. to

o 4p-40¢, ELilip, Sir, we would fee Fefus, and as Statius of Domitian, Ip-
DT ATEE fum Ipfum cupido tamtum [peClare vacavit. ‘Then, then Chrift is
our Life, we live very much in Chrift, and Chrift in us, when

" our moft {erious and leaft interrupted thoughts are pitched, faft-

" ncd on him, as the Eyes ot his Hearers were fometimes on him,
when he Preached, Lwke 4. 20. and his Difciples, when he -
Jeended, A&. 1. 10. where the word &Tevifoiles isufed, which
fignifieth a ftedfaft and earncft beholding, fuch a fteady contem-
plating of Chrift is the Life of theLife of a Chriftian. We live(faid

1 Thel. 3.8, Paul to his Theffalontans)ifye ftand faft im the Lord:and how hap~
pily fhould we live, if our Thoughts and Hearts were more faft
‘ ' fixed
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fixed on Chrit? If the Philofopher was born to look on the
Sun, truly the Chriftian’s Life may well be in a fteady eying and
contemplating the Sun of Righteoufnefs. It is the happinefs of
the glorious Angels in Heaven always to be bebolding the Face
of his Fatber, Matth, 18. 10. and it will be ours in that beati-
fical Vifion at laft, conftantly to bebold €brif’s Glory, John 17.
24. Butalas! It’s here too often hid, vailed, and overcloud-
ed, and more often fuch Fools are we, thatour Eyes are in the
ends of the Earthy, wandring here and there: our thoughts of
Chrift broken off, and fhamefully interrupted by others finful and rrefer, in
impertinent crowding in. s contemplationis altitudine libere vo- Comment.in
lans angeli, [ed [altant tamtwm bomines miferi, as Bonaventure Lament-
fpeaks. Angelsand glorified Saints are upon the Wing, and_
make an even and fteady flight : butalas ! we poor Grafhoppers
here on Earth do but hop and leap, bolt up fometimes, it may
be, in a holy Meditation or Ejaculation, but are prefently down PG ok 1
again, and then fo intangled and infnared with other multisudes 2% '
of thoughts (as the P(almift calls them) that the Rabbins account
may be too true, who {0 caft it up, ‘that they fay that all the
time of Methufelab's idle thoughts being defalked and taken a-
way, of the 969 years of his Life, he lived but 10 years. And
trulya great dealof Erocious Time, and of our Life, is often
fpent,and little or nothing done through the intercurrence of vain
thoughts of other things, which if pitched upon Chrift,
would help to make up the beft part of our Life, whiltt Chrift
thus more fixedly looked and thought on, would animate and
enliven it. This the Apoftle in the narrow compafs of four
Verfes exprefleth and urgeth with great variety of words very
Emphatical, Taulo ReNélee, wit cuéhes, txiueve, me doexe Erexe
& TSToIs W1, negledd mot, take beed, give attendan:e, meditate
om thefe things, give thy [elf wholly to them, be wholly in them,
1 Tim. 4. 13, 14, 15, 16. Were Chrift and the things of Chrift
thus heeded and ftudieds fo to live, and think, and live think-
ing, were to live Chrift, Chrift would fo be our Life, when
our thoughts (which take up fo great afhare of our Lives) are
conftantly bufied about him. . ‘
2. When our Hearts and Affe@ions, Defire and Love, Con-
tent, Comfort, Joy and Delight, do as fully and conftantly
clofe with him, and a& towards him and upon him, and relt
in him. Such warm breathings argue Life: And as the Party

loving lives in the Beloved, and the Beloved back again (yea
‘ ¢ : though
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Vb amarymon though dead) may be faid to live in him : So here, 2 Chriftian
ubianimat.  eyen lives to love, and lives in loving. Chriftis his very
(S,fl‘: :'vlﬁ 1. Life, when heis the conttant Objet of his Defire and Love, De-
wemoftlove light and Comfort.  The lamenting Church called Fofiab the
and prize and ‘Breath of ber Noftrils, Lam. 4. 20. typifying out (as Interpre- .
cannot live  ¢ers obfcrve) what Chrift is to a Chriftian, s, wvod i, {on 3, as,
Lv.lcths}“’m‘hat as Theopbylad@ upon my Text, Light, and Life:and Breath, and
callour Life, all things, whillt he breaths in from Chrift Comfort and Joy,and
and fo Facob’s breaths out Love and Praife. O Lord by thefe things Men live,
Lifesisboumd  (aieh Hezekiob, 1(2.38.16. and in thefe things is the Life of my Spi-
oo KG":{: vit, faith a true Chriftian, T cannot live without them, without
30. >k 44 Chrift, and Interelt and Comfort in hims I am weary of my
SeeCorm.a Lap., Life, as Rebekabfaid, and what good will my Life dome 2 Gen.
m locum Chri- o, 46, Sine Chrifto enim vanxm et omne quod vivimus.
/*’::"‘/:‘ e v (Hierom) It's vainand to no purpofe, not worth the while,
{‘,’nhez,',,’.,m.;, not worth all the vanity and vexation we here meet with .
anims, mea  to lve, if we liveoutof Chrift, ornot to him, or notincom-
Vira, Chriffus myinion withhim.  Indeed our Riches and Poffeffions and out-
'ﬂifa”‘,-',',’f'z’ ward Enjoyments are ufually called our Livelihood or Living in
,’}/,,‘},,, ,?,,,,, the World’s Dialett, and accordjng to it the Scripture fome-
in [piros expiro times fo ftiles them,Lwke 15. 12, 30.and 21.4. but withal,it elfe~
&c, as he go-  yhere tells us that which our Experience finds to be moft true,

: f“el:g&‘gh“ thata Man’s Life confifts not in the abwundance of fuch Poffeffions,
tures. ® Luke 12. 15. Iam fure a Believer’s doth not, notwithftanding
the greateft affluence of fuch Livelihoods, if he want Chrift,

Cant.5.8.  hisisBios &Cios, a lifelefs Life. As the Spouft in Chrift’s ab-
fence is fick, of Love: fo the faithful Spoufe dyeth away, and

cannot live without him. The whole World is pot a Paradife,

but a Wildernefs without this Tree of Lifeidit. And although

they told Nomi, that Obed her Grandchild would be%the Reffo-

rer of ber Life, Ruth 4. 15. yetit is neither Child, nor Father,

nor Friend that is either Giver,or Reftorer,or Prgferver of a Chri-

ftian’s, but Chrift only, and he alone alfufficiently. Quamdin

rryperens,  Chrifti gloria incolumis perftat, 8cc.(‘as he faith)as long as Chrilt’s
’ Glory and my Intereft in him is intire and whole, Iam well, 1
live, and am lively, amidft all other cool fainting Qualms-and
Swoons, Thisis the Life-Bloud of my Heart, which keeps it

warm, and alive, whilt my Defires, Loves, Joys, clofe with

him, and areanimated by him,

. SER-
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~ SERMON XL,  1ime

Preache ae St.

M/tgriu, An-

goff 15.1653.
Pu1L, 1.21 ‘

For to me to live is Chrift, andto dic is gain.

Nd as thus our Life is feated in the Heart, {o(asI may
fay) it breaks forth in the lips. And fo,
3. Inthe thicd place, Chrift is our Life,whenin the
courfe of our Life we much bresth Chrift, making
him the Subje& of our Difcourfe, and ever frequently and free-
ly fetting forth his Truth, Grace and Praifes; when whatever
wedo & Adyw, in Word, all is inthe Name of the Lord Fefas,
as the Apottle {peaks to this purpofe, Col. 3. 17. This I the ra-
ther mention, becaufe it’s a great part of the Apoltle’s meaning
here inthe Text, where, when hefaith to him to liveis Chrif, =
he meaneth, that if be live, his Life thall be fpent ia preaching, "; ixero,mibil
and (etting forth of Chrit in the Miniftry of the Gofpel,”as #"s@m®
Calvin and others jointly interpret it. And he wasas good as his ’Z ,,‘,}Z,.
. word, his Pra@ice herein being very obfesvable for our imitati- glorsficem
.on i thefe following particulars; , predicandoSic
1. Indelighting very often, and upon all occafions to make
mention of th¢ Name of Fefis Chrift, above 450 times in his
fourteen Epiftles,boc patiebatnr Paslus ex nimio amore Chrifti, ut In Ephef. 1
_quem diligebat fu‘Perﬂne & extraordinarie nominaret as Hierom ex- b 1
prefleth it.  Itfeems Chrift lived much in his Heart, when out .
of the abundance of it he breathes him (o falt, and his Mouth </idusm -
fo abundansly fpeaks of him, and that (o very often, that by Hea- %?”é"ﬁ‘;
then Elegancy it would be counted a Tautology, but yet no Po- ere refomare
pifb Battology, which appears in fome of their fupcrflitious 4ocwss. Gazzei
Prayers,_ too too affe&edly repeating the Name of Jefus to make ti’.” ""“'i;’ .
as it were a Charm of it, and wich the upftart Sect of Fefuits g = &
would be known by their continual both at home and abroad na- 1¢’s faid of 4.

ming the Name Fefis.  But Panl, that had nonc of their fuper- félm, Ejus ors

ftition, -had more love of Chrift in this his fo frequent (not af- i midy fi
feted, but) affeftionate naming of him. . st. Edinerus m
ejus vitd,

Oooo : 2. Obferve



662,

* Which make ¥ which an Heathen Orator would reckon Inter vitia Sermonisy

SERM. XL,

2. Obferve likewife, that tothis purpofe he ftudioufly taketh,
- (nay, often in his Writings maketh) occafionsto make mention

of him, and asit were calts about to bring him in, as we of-
ten do to meet with a Friend, or to give occafion 'of Speech of

‘that which our Heart is fetupon. Sothe Vain-glorions Man

is wont to hook in a Difcourfe, which may give occafion of
fpecch of that, by which he might fan to himfelf his own praife :

But humble Pax! {o, as that theréby he might take dbpportunity -

to Exalt the Honour of Fefus (briff.

3. Take noticc alfo, when he hath fo gotten an Opportypity
of ‘mentioning Chrilt, how then he runneth Defcant updh it3
and, as though he had left and forgotten what formerly he was
fpeaking of, what large and long Excurfions he makes into this
happy Latifundixm, even to Hyperbatons and Anmamtapodotons,

fometimes the and even Hierom notes in him as Solcecifms, - But our holy
coherence and Apoftle chofe rather to forget himfelf than Chrift, and to be

fenfe of his
words more -
difficule.

- and his Excellencies : in which, t

efteemed rude and barbarows in Speech , than to be tongue-
tied, nay not cxuberant in the Praifes of his Lord and
Saviour. ' C . .
- 4. To this purpofein the laft place obferve, when fpeaking
of Chrift, and the things of Chrif, how he delights in moft cm-~
phatical and'ﬁ:]perlative Expreflions, tn augmentative Compo-
fitions of words , heaping Comparatives upon Comparatives,
and Superlatives upon Superlatives, when the word fignified
Eminency, adding an augmentative Particle to heighten it, as.
though'he could never fpeak cnouih, or high enough of Chrift
Ouih fomething is to be gi-
ven to that Fervidum imgemium, which is- obferved to be natu-
rally in him 5 yet more to that tranfcendent high Admiration,
that Fervour of warm, zealous, lively, vigorous Love of
Chrift, which (o abounded in his Heart, that it thus burft foxth
in thefe Superlative and almoft Hyperbolical expreflions of ic.
Of this fort are his wepdvo, Epbefi1.2. & 3. 10, @mepu-
xépsr, Rom. 8. 37. wegilase, Phil. 2. 9.~ wegemhedraoy,
1 Tim. 1. 14. WAV u&Mov keéicoov, Phil. 1.23. Kad <xweg-
Cohiiv s aepCohityy 2 Cor. 4+ 17: Wepekmepuscs Epbef- 3.20.
as Grotius obfcrveth upon that place, and on Rom. s, 20 We
need go no futther for this, than to the 34. Chapter to the.Epbefi-
ans, in which we have a full conftellation of thefe Emphatical
and Tran(cendent expreffions.  There you meet with avefixviote

g°0s
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505 WASTS, mafearchshle Riches, ver. B. mAuftoind\os otgix,
Variegara » mulsiformis [apiensia, manifold Wifdom, ver. 10..
nASTIs > Ofws » rich Glery, ot Riches of Glory, vers 16.
TALTES, Jdinos, péeos; Udos o Breadth , Length, Depth, and
_Height, ver.18. 7y T8 wAipwuc, even all the Fulnefs of God,
ver. 19,  And fo mlila ~awegenmepioos, above all we cam ask Swmmd cums
or think, ver.20. Blefled Soul! indeed full wish all 1he Fulnefs c*uperantid.
of God, and with the Love and Life of Jefus Chritt! to bim.
iodeed to live was Chrift, when he as it were only lived to
preach Chrift, and to fpcak of him (o frequently, fo fully, (o,
affe@ionately and emphatically : in which many boly Men fince,
- have clofely followed him ; among(t others Mr. Fox, whele
Advice to his Friend was, Brosher, Preach Fefus Chrift, Preach’

efusChrift 5 and his complaint was, that Chrift was not, as He

uld bd; Preacht in Eglend then: and I with he were more

now, that inftecad of fo much faid of Natwxreand Reafon, we
had more of Cbrift, and Faith, and Grace. Butamongftothers
in“this kind eminent, few exceeded Mr. Dod, that Man of God
pow with God, in converfing with Chrift, who made it his ve-
ry Life always and in all Placesand Companies upon all occafi-
ons to be fpeakingand difcourfing of Him.

Such, as they thould be our Examples, {o they may juftly
fhame us for falling {o fhort of them in this particular, while
at our Meetingsand in our Companies (which here in the Uai-
verfity, we have the happy opportunitics and advantages of,
had we Hearts to improve them) amidft much other Talk, fo
little of matters of Learning, but much lefs of Chrift, but an al-
sum filewtism of him, as of one either unknown, or unloved,
unremembred, or one that we are cither afraid or athamed to’
make mention of, whilt our Mouths are filled cither with
Froth, or Poyfon, either with foolith Vaix talking and
Fefling, the Scholars, the Univerfities great fin both in private
Companies, and publick Exercifess or (it may be) more corrmpe
-Communication, in lalcivious Speeches, which under Edward
the Fourth were accounted Coust-Elegancies Reviling -and
Back-biting of others, compared in Scripture fometimes to
Swords that cut deeps to fharp Arrows which wound ata di-
ftances to fharp Razors, which take hold of the leaft Fault, as N
they of the leat hair: And by Plwtarch, likened to Caupping- pe cariofisase.
Glaffes, thatdraw out the worft Blood, and to the Scanvenger’s
- Dsng-Cart, which carries the Filth of the City, or that’ which
Ooo0o0 2 car-



" carrics the Malefa&or (it ‘may be with us, the Innocent) to
Execution.
‘ " I wifh God and Men might not over-hear -things of yet a
In [omn, Scip. higher and worfe nature, that whereas Macrobins tells us, that
: the Heart and the Tongue & Grecis migra membra vocawtur, -
"were wont to be called blackbwmbm; it were well that fome
of us did not make ours fo by hellith Thoughts and Lults, and
black-mouthed Blafphemies. ‘
But whillt we are thus fitttng, or walking, and talking,
thould Chrift come and joyn bimfelf to us, ashe did to thofe Dif-
ciples going to Emmaxs, Luke 24. 17. and ask us on the fudden,
as He did them, What manner of Communications are thefe that
" ye bave one t0 another, as yow walk and are fad # (It may be we
then are too merry) How fhould we ftand fpeechlefs > But is
" Chrift owr Life, if in all our life, unlefs in danger, oron a
Sick-bed, our firft unforced favoury word of Chrift is-yet to be
fpoken ? Solomon {ometimes calleth a righteous Man’s wholfomse
Tongue, a Well of life, Prov. 10. 11. and {ometimes a Tree of
L life, Prov. 15. 4. And faith, that thc Roof of the Spoufe’s
A7U0 Mousb, in like the bet Wine shat gocth right to ber Belived, can-,
17 fing the Lips of thofe thas are afleep 'to [peak, Cant.7.9. Holy’
= Conference and good Difcourfe 1s like the beft Wine that moves
aright , and that is, dire@lyup to Chrift, whichas it awakens
others, and with God’s Bleffing, may be a Well, and- Tree of
- Lifeto thems fo (asfpeech in Nature) i*s-a fign and evidence
of Lifeinusy and that that Life is Chriff, which is thus bufily
and conftantly employed in fpeaking of Chrif} to his Praife, and
our own and others Benefit. This is part of Solomon's mecan-
ing, Prov.2.3. in that Phrafe ""7'1,') hn, where he calls up-
on us to giveour voice to Wifdom, as it were to dedicate and:
confecrate it (as Carewright expounds it) to Chrili’s Service.
This was that which Dawid made the very end and produ& ot
his Life, Let my Soul lives andit fball praife thee, Plal. 119.
175-  Jobn Bapsift could neither make or name himfelf any
thing clle, but Vox Clamantis, the voice of a Crier in the Wil-
dernefs, to prepare she Way for Chrift, Fobn1.23. And Panl
_ here, another. of His chief Heralds, can m:ke notring of his
Life -but Chrift, becaufe wholly in a manner fpent in Preachin

of Chrift, as the full object of his Thoughts; Defires, Words
and Speeches.

4 Bui
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. 4. But withal; in thelaft place, of His Works and AQions ; If whatever we

For.that’s alfo a great part of his meaning in thefe words, To 5018 Berdr
me 39 live is Chrift, i. e. The Intercft and Service of Chrift, is s5e Ntma{
the Bufinefs of my life, Vitamea non wifi in Chrifti rebus sccupa- Chriff, Col. 3.
t®r, as Grotins paraphrafeth it.  As though he had {id, I pro- (7. . Chrif
fefs my felf a Seruant of Fefus Chrift, (for fq he often ftilcth j,',,z_’ e
bim{elf ) and fo my whole time and life is not my own, but to"Rom. 1. 1.

be fpent in his Service : I have no other Intereftor Bufinefs in Phil. 1. 1.
the World, but to mind and. promote His: Ard this with all Ti*- 1 -
diligence and ferioufnefs, and when it is once done, I defire to .
live no longer, but then to go to Him, and relt in Him

in Death, which is far better, and my greatelt Gain and Ad-

vantage.
But more diltin&ly,

1. More generally it holds forth a Chriftian’s Work. Chrift

is his Life, becaufe his Service is the bufinefs of his Life o

live 10 bims is Chrift, becaufe the bufinefs of his- whole Life, is

to ferve Chrift, Totus in illis, &v ToTUS i1, 1 Tim. 4. IS, Totws im hoc
Give thy felf whallyto them. And this according to our Savi. /4,

our’s own Example, Luke 2. 49-Wilt you not §71 &v Tois T3 - TPLYMX
Teds ux O%i Twaime, that Lmuft be about myFathers Bafinefs. "4t

Qr if as fome * will have it read, in my Father's Hosfe, it’s ™ Syriack.
flill as much for my purpofe, for he was in his Father's Houfe, ,’ "”‘:":"ﬁ‘["
these todo bis Father's Bufinefss or (as the word is) t0 be in Guurins "
it, and wholly emyloyed in ity to give usan Example,. that as frammond -
He was in his Fatber’s, fo we fhould be inhis: for although our.#7 lecwm.

life is faid to be bid with Chrift in God, Col. 3. 3.  viz. 35 10 ¢, puvemans
its being fafcly laid up with Chrit, and what it will be at lalt in j; forum.
Glory, yea here in Grace not. always clear to our fclves, and

much lefs to others.in the World through our own Infidelity

and their Prejudice, yet not o but that others may Jee, we are :
alive by our Woiking, and our Works wrought in Ged and for Mat. 5. 16+
God, and that we arenot fo much about our own Bufinefs, as

God’s and Jefus Chrift’s. This the Apoltle calleth for, Col..

2.6, As ye bave received Chrift Fefus she Lord, fo walk ye in

bim ; as you bave received Him for your own comfort,fo walk in.
“bimto his Glory. If you havereccived Fefus Chrift as a Lord,you

muft walk ix bim and to him, as his Servants. Bug whatisicto
walk

4.



walk in Chrift 2 To perfevere and proceed,to continue and iricreafe
Davenant in - in the Faithof Chrift. Butthat isnot all, figuificer ;i::u g
locemm. de Chrifti & ad ejus prefcriptum atqy, ex em [piritu tradmeere,
Calvinin boe, féaﬂclgy,ﬂto lead o{u £hc{lc {.ivcs and whc{lljy {o a& from the
. Faith and Spirit of Chrift, that that be the bufine fs of outLife.
And this walking in Chrift makes Chrift to be our Way,as he ftiles
himfelf, Job. 14. 6. in which we are to walk and ever to be
found, fo that fo much as we a¢t and move. not from him, and
to him, though we beftir our fclves in the World bufily, and
run fwiftly, yet:.(as we have it in the Proverb) its befides our
;. workand way,per de via{o that without better aid and guidance,
Kalas MeV g5 we have loft our way, fo we may come fmally tolofe God . °
‘Tpé.)(z‘}y s and our felves to Eternity. Ina'word, there, Chrift is our »
&M ‘ez{fos which we muft walk in, here, our Life: and the main bufinefs
Ths 68's.  of it, which before all other things we are chiefly to be ta~
ken up with. o
This in general.
2. But more particularly, g
) I This,dircégly & immediately in our frequent and conftant
more immediate Applications to Chrift,and fo living in him,and
upon him : for what is more immediate to a living Creature than
its Life ? And therefore this includeth and holdeth forth the firft
and moft dire@ emanations of our Life, like that Wine before
mentioned, Cant.7. 9. t:D"'iw’bs "1'1‘15 "Lm which more
dire&@ly and immediatcly to our Beloved, as in Prayer, Praifes,
Mcditations, and the like outgoings and outfircamings of the
Soul in Faith, Love, Dclight, defire, and fuch other immedi-
ate Addreffes to Chrift. Its Heaven and the Angels happinefs in
nearcftand directeft view, to bebold the Face of God there, Matt..
Gen. 2837 18, 10. and it’s the Porch and Gate of Heaven to have much of
our Life fpentin like blefled interviews between Chrift and our
Souls here.  Is a pleafant thiug to fee she Light, to have our
dark hearts gilded with the Golden Beams of the Sun of Righ-
teoufnefs in {uch nearer Approaches, and more happy and benign
Afpes.lt is good for me to draw nigh 10 God,(aid the Pfalmiﬁ,?j%l.
73-28. It was (o chearing and enlivening to the Apoftles in his
Traosfiguration, that they would have pitched down Taberna-
cles, and fitten down by it, Matth. 17. 4. but it’s not {o fully to -
be enjoyed here in our Tabernacle-condition, being referved for
, our Manfion-ftate hereafter, when being caught xp to mees Chrift -
inthe Clouds, we fball for ever be with the Lord, 1 Thefl. 4. 17.
. and
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- and to bebeld bis Glery, Jobn 17. 24. Whem Chrift who it oxr Life
. foall appear, .and we (ball appear with bim in Glory. 2 rud therefore Col, 3. 4
- although I cannot allow of fuch Monkifh Devotion, as{upon
prttence of endeavors after uninterrupted converfe with God .
and Chrift) negle&eth fuch other fervices of God and Man, as
they are neccffarily called to, much lefs of fuchas under chis pre-
text give themfelves over to Idlene(s and Luxury; how con-
trary is this to the Life of Chrift? at lealt how little of the Life
- of Chrift is to be found among fuch unfruitful and unprofitable
opes ? Whereas Panl (v. 22.) dothjoyn his abiding in the Flef,
and the frast of bis work together ; fo I muft needs account them
-the moft happy Men living, and that they have an Heaven up-
on Earth, whoin their cven treading in the ways of general and
Jarticular calling, (which fome fay, was meant by the cleaving
of the Hoof in the Law) do walk and abide under thefe more full
and dite¢t Rays and Influence of this Sws of Rigbteoufnefs,
whiltt they can ¢ither ftep out of the crowds of otheravocations
into this morc free Air,as Pfal. 116 7.Return so thy reft O mySoul, AG
Orcven in the mid@t of them can (with Stepbew) lock xp and 755,56
view Chrift, and conver(e with him. This will be the happiaefs
of the Eled at the laft dreadful day,to be able with joy and with-
.out hurt to look, ap and lifs sp their Heads, whenthe Elements [yie oy 13,
fhall be melting and dropping down. And nex¢ toiit is this, for -
Believers here in themidit of all other incumbrances of doing
and fuffering to be vacant for God, and to have free and imme-
diate converfe with Chrifhy and even in the Fiery Farnace, with
thofe three Worthies, Daw. 3.25. tohave the Sou of God walk-
éng with them. Thus, Oh, thus solite i Chrift, this would be
" motft eminently to have Chrift to be our Life : and happy we, if
we had more of it, ia thefe more immediate addreffes and en~
joyments. \ ) )
+ 2.. But Secondly, Chrift would be our Life, though not im-
- mediately, yet redu@ively, if inall bufinefles of. this Life, and
our particular Callings, we did dire¢t and fubordinate all to
him, that they donot, as an. opake denfe Body, terminate our.
Eyes and Heare (o, but with them and through . them we may
Jook to Chrift, for inthat we live much, that (notwithftanding
other things, yea and in them) we mind moft. Sothe Apofile
would have Servamts.in doing.their Mafters work, toferve she Bphel;s. 5.
Eord Chrift, Col 3. 22, 23, 24~ S0, a5 weare Scholars, with our

Books we ase ¢ [tudy Chrilt too, and how.we may be moft ;x:{i*

~
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beft fexviceable to hims and fo'in all other Callings and Employ-
ments,as we ar¢ Men, o we are to remember we are Chrittians 3

"and fo 1iot to be content in them to ferve our felves and live to

our felves, but to think and defigne how we may live and be fub-
fervient therein to Chrit.  His Intereft fhould direék, deter-
mine, fubordinate and qualify all. As the Box {mellsof the
Musk that is in it, {ofhould all our defigns and undertakings -
of Chrifts and as the. Artery geeth along with the Vein, fo
thould Chrift with whatever our warmeft Life-Bloud runneth in;
and therefore our thoughts fhould run much in this. Channel. f4-
cob faid to Laban, thou knoweft haw I bave ferved thee, but when
sl 1provide for my own Howfe 2 Gen. 30. 29, 30. I have lived
thus long, and thus much to my felf, but how much mean
while to Chrift ? By all chefe Employments and Attaioments, I
have exalted my f{clf, but have they been as fo many under-
fteps to lift up Chrift the more, and me nearer to him? I have
other ways gained {fo much, and fo much, but how much, or
“rather how little have I gained to my Lord and Mafter by them ? -
This werea right Anagogical Senfe and Interpretation of our
‘Livesand A&ions. And thus to live were Chrift, whillt we
reduce and fubordinate all to him. . :
"3. And this, if withall diligence and ferioufne(s, earnefinefs
and livelinefs, for we do not loiter it, when we labour for Life.
THen Skin for Skin, and allshas a Man bath, will be givefor it,
And fo when Mofes told Ifrael, that their obedience to God’s
Commands was not a vain thing, but it was sbeir Life (as much
as their Life was worth) he thinks he hath caufe-to bid them fes
their bearts 10 it with all ferioufnefs, Deut. 32. 45, 47. and in-
deced'Life isaétive andlively. Iam furea Chriftian’s fhould be
fo, if Chrift be bis Life, for be was not idle, but ftill in bis Fs-
thers bufinefs, evex going up and down doing good 5 and Paml.who
labourcd, as he faid, that the Life of Chrift might be manifefted in
bim, how altive and ferious and unweariable was he in Chrift’s
fervice?  He in another fenfe faid to the Corintbians, fo-then
Death worketh in us, bus Life inyou : but it was Ironically, for .

- he was very farfrom being a dead-hearted Servant.. No,. the

Life of Chrijt was exccdingly operative in him,according tothat
Colof. 1. 29. in which almoft every word hath aquick Em-
phafis, & 0 kai Kowia o’zrw{é’mvas kel Thy evigyeey: SvTH
Thv Evegyzuévm v tuol &y S 'wéue, Wheresnso 1alfo labour (and
the word fignifiéth a cutting labour )triving againft Dangersand -
Difh.
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difficulties, as the A&ors in the Olympick Games, with all con-
tention and carncltne(s) yea this Kal' tvépyeaay, fecundum effica-
cem illam vim, according to the Encrgy and moft effelual power
and efficacy and that of Cbrift, which wrowgbt in bim v dvvdue,
potenter,mightily. I, thus to/live was Cbrift, when Chriftand
his Spirit thus effeGually and mightily livedand wrought in him: -
and the like he called for in others, sot to be flothful in fervice,but
fervent in Spiris, whillk they ferved the Lord, Rom. 12. 11.
For on the contrary,nothing almoft is fo unlike, yea and con-

trary toLife, efpecially the Life of Chrift,; thana dull little(s
Dead-heartednefs, a cold benummed Frozennefs, or an indifferent
Lukewarmnefs in fervice, unworthy and falling fhort of that ¢- -
nimi prefemtia and vigour of Spirit, which was found in Hea-

" then Worthies s asin him, who faid,fe malle mortunm effe, guam Corine Dowa-
#on vivere, that he had rather dye out-right, and be dead, than #**»
to be dull 5 and rather not o live at all, than not to be lively : for
which Drones and Dullards the Pytbagoreans would have prepa-
red a Kevoldqiov : And therefore how much more unworthy is it
for Chriftians, who pretend ¢p the Life of Chrift, whilt they
fay Chrift is their Life, to be cither all amort ((Nabal-like)
through Deje&ions,or to be dull and dead through the Lethargy
of Spiritual Sloth, Liftle(nefs and Negligence? to be, as the Scrip-
ture « fpeaketh, cither dull of bearing, Heb. 5. 11. when we
thould be fwift to bear, James 1. 19. flow of beart to believe,Luk.
24.25. when we thould recesve the Word, as they, A&. 2. 41.
&ouéves,gladly, or as the more noble-fpisited Bereans uéle wa-
ous we gbupins, with all readinefs of mind, A&s 17. 11. when
the wagk of Chriftis a wearinefs to us, and we puff at it as Matth. r1. 30.
under a burden, Mal. 1. 13. when Chrift’s Yoke fhould be eafy to + John. 5. 3.
us, and his Burden light, and no command of bis grievowss Ina
word, when what is {3id of the wanton Widow in regard of her
wantonnefs,may be faid of us for our flth and megligence,that we
are dead whilft we live. But is not this to feck the living among the
dead? Or, isthe Life of Chrift in this deadnefs, whilft we thus
prefent God with dead Hearts, dead Prayers and Services? Is
this,as the Apoftle requireth, to offer to him that busiav Goar, p o\
liviug Sacrifice ? Thus to liveisit Chrit? Or expreflechitany —
thing of the Life of Chrit, whom the Scripture calls a guickning 1Cor 15- 4
Spirity not only at the laft day to raife up our dead Bodies, but ‘
now alfo by his Grace and Spirit to enliven our dead Hearts ? Is
this any partaking of sbe Divine Natwre, which isa pure AG !t:

. Pppp :

t Tim, §, 6.



be thus reftive > Sure thofe that come nearer to it, give another
: kind of refemblance of it. The Heavens in their unwearied
Phl. 19- S« motions and the Swm,that like a mighty Man rejoyceth to run bis
Races the glorious Cherubims, whole piGtures God would have
made in his Temple,delighting in them (as Stells obferveth) as
Emblems maxime velocitatis, of greaceft fwiftnefs and chearful-
nefs in his Service 5 as al{o the Serapbims of burning Zeal,who
102, 8. - in Ifaiab’s Vition are delcribed to bave fix Wings, tothew ((aith
Cornelius a Lapide) that vere obediens eff totus alatus, and are
there faid both to ftand and fly, to fignify (as he addeth) thae
Deo adftave, wolare eft, that to (tand before God as his Servants, is”
fpeedily and chearfully to fly at his Commands. But to come
lower, to them in a lower Orb, who dwell indull and hea-
vier Houfes of Clay, yet if the Spirit end Life of Chrift dwell
there, efpecially if with fome more freedom ; Pasl often: expre(-
Cor.o. 26. Tes his Courle by the metaphor of rumming, which exprefleth
z;,f;.g{, i fpeed and earneftne(s, an}i Dcvid,. 2 Sam. 6. 14. 16.danceth be-
2Tim.4.7. fore the Ark , which manifefteth his chearfulnefs, but the words
in the Hebrew are 92"On & nRY wotds mot o ufual, and:
one of them in formé duplicata, to hold forth Dawid's extraordi-
nary and double vigour in that Service,and which fignify intenfe -
ftrength and ferioufnefs, and therefore tranflated Saltabat omni-
Vulgar. bus viribus, & comtemtiffime, to expre(s the IND 9D the wXose
Funim:* - jgbs,the whole might and vigour which is chearfully put forth
by them that are {pirited and inlivened by the Spirit and Life of
Chrift : the true Sabbatifm which Philo Fudeus fpeaks of, and-
_ defcribes to be dvev Kanowabetas usla woANWs Svuapdas drovd
Talos e‘ve’praa, which the Lord and our Confciences kngw how
far we fall fhort of : and of Pawls Copy which he here fecteth.
us, to whom tolive was Cbriff, and that exprefled great Liveli-
nefs and Aftiviy. .
4+ And lattly this,that when we can no more live fo to Chrift
to be content, and willing, and with fubmiffion defirous to live
) here no longer: Ifay with fubmiffion to the Will of God to
wait his good pleafure; for we muft not be {0 proud,as,when by
reafon of Age, Sicknefs, or other difablements we cannot be lon-
ger Chrift’s Servants to do his work, to difdain to be his Beadf-
men to live upon his Alms, nay,by God in his Servants, as well
asby usinours, it’s taken as Service to wais as well as to work ,
as it was with the Aged Levites of old : and when thou art pati
‘thy work, meekly, and humbly, and thankfully to wait and re-

ceive
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ceive all from him when thou canft do nothing for bim,for the
fetting out and magnifying of his free and munificent Largefs
and Bounty, as well as for the relief of thy ncieflity. But yet
(faving this humble fubmiffion) if to us to live be Chriff, and to
do him fezvice, then, when we canno longer o live to him, it
befeemeth us to be content and willing with his leave to dye in
. him, when our Day is done, to be glad to go to Bed, and when
our Work is over to go toour Reft, as Dsvid, A8. 13. 36.and
Chrift himfelf, Fobm 17. 4, 5. I bave glorified thee on Earth, 1
bave finifbed the work thas shou gaveft me to do, and wow, O Fatber,
Glorify thou me wish thine own folf 3 and {0 our Paal, when he
had once fomght the good Fight, and finifhed bis Race, then he
reacheth out ﬁis hand to the Garland and Crown, 2 Tim. 4.7, 8.
And this not out of an impatient ¢edivam of waiting, which
even Holy Men have been fometimes overmuch overtaken with,
much lefs out of a proud difcontent, that we our-live our for.
mer ferviceable active felves, andare now proved unprofitable o 7ranguit,
burdens of the Easthtramcas ficwlune; innsile liguswm ,burdenfome anima.
to many and profitable tononc 5 a firong tang of which Semeca
expeefled in tﬂuhis slsimum malorwm cft 22 vivorsm numero exire Epif. 93-
antequam meriari, to be dead before we dye 3 and clfewhere amse
mersem periit, as though he would not be beholden to God for
holding all he hath feom him, in the Tenuse of F,rank Almonasge,
and free bounty, or as though nonc elfe could or at leaft he
fhould be difcontented,thatany thould do fexvice,when heis once
laid afise ; Far be fuch proud thoughts from humble Chriftiars.
Bat yet this will well confift with their Humility, with old §i=
maon now become Miles emeritus, meckly to breathy forth. their Luke 2.20.
Nunc dimittis with fubmiffion to God’s Will, to defire that he
would pleafe to difmifs him, at leat when God doth extprefs his
will in that kind, not only contentedly, but moft willingly and:
gladly to comply withit.  And-thisnotonly for our own cafe
and advantage, but alfo for God’s furrtrer and better (ervice; that
as Paul when he had no further farvice to do for Chrift in one
. place, wasdcfirous to go to another, Rom. 15, 23. {0 when
through weakne(s or other hindrances we have no more fervice
that we can do for Chrift here on Earth, we fhould be well con-
tent and glad and defirous, when all' weakaeffts and oppofitions
fimll be once removed, and the Eagle’s Age renewed, to beupon
the Wing for Heaven to wais upon him with our praifes there,
where #o live will be Chrift indeed, where we fhall be perfedly
: Pppp 2 trans-
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transformed into him, and for ever live with him.
And thus 2o s to Jive will be Chraft : in thefe particulars
Chrift is our Life.

Ufe. Which in the Application of it calleth upon us in the general,
that all of us in our{everal ftandings and capacities in thisendea-
vour earneftly to write after ourApoftle’s Copy here in the Text;
that every one of us in particular may with him be able cruly .
to fay, tuol T JWv xeisls, vita mea, meain quam Chriftus eft,
as the Syriack (I faid) readsit, my Life, even mine is Chrift;
that what ever othersdo, yetin all the former particulars, for
Principle, Patern, End, Obje& of my Thoughts, Affe&tions,
Word and A&ions, I live Chrift, and fo it is not fo much I that
live, as Chrift that liveth in me.

And this, either as we are Minifters, orordinary Chriftians.
1.AsMinifters: *  And firft 3s Minifters, for in that capacity efpecially Pas/ here
fpeaks thefe words,being confident, v. 20. that Chrift thould be
magnified by him whether by Life or by Death 5 if he lived by
. Preaching of Chrift and his Truth; orif he dyed, by fealing it
Dr.Hammowd. yith his Bloud : thus to bim as an Apoftle to Jive was Chrift; and
thus it fhould be to us as Minifters, whilt our Life is fpene- in
reaching Chrift : the Vigour and Life of our Miniftry (hould
Ee excrted in preaching the whole Counfel of God, but efpecially
in preaching Fefus Chrift. This was the firft and beft Preachers
Textand Theme. They Preached Chrift,as we have it oft ex-
preffed in the Scripture, (4. 8.5.& 9. 20. &17. 3, 1 Cor. 1.
23.Philip. 1. 15, 18.)when in their Preaching to Jewsand Hea-
thens they laid Chrift as the Foundation : and he is the Corner-
Stone fill, that by wifc Builders muft be carried up to the top of
B the Building,. _—
: 1. From him they have their Commiffion, and thercfore are

" 3 Cotux§. 12,

Fignanser ftiled the Minifters of Chrift, x Cor. 4. 1 2 Cor. 11.
23+ Col. 1. 7. and Embaffadors for Chrift, 2 Cor. 5. 20.

2. TheirErrand and Meflage is chara&eriftically called the
Gofpel of Chrift, Rom. 15. 19, 2 Cor. 2. 12.

The Teftimony, Revel. 1. 9, & 12,17, & 18, 10,

The Dodirine, Heb. 6. 1. 2 John 9.

The Myftery, Col. 4. 3.

The #nfearchable Riches, Ephef. 3. 8.

But all of Chrift. The Coveramt of God,but in Chrift,Gal.3.17.

3. The End and Fruit of their labours in their Hearers ‘was,
that the Word of Chrift might dwell richly in thems,Col. 3. 16, that

they



they might learn Chrift, Ephel. 4.20. and every Thowght in them
might be brosghe inso Captivity, to the Obedience of Chrift, 2 Cor,
10, §¢

4 And accordingly their care was,

That Seducers fhould not fpoil them throwgh Philofopby and
vain Deceit, after the Tradisions of Mem, and Rudiments of the
World, i, 3 xala xpisdv, and mot afier Chrift, Col. 2. 8.

And for themfelves : To fay the Truth, but in Chrif, Rom.
9- 1. 2Tim.2.7. To fpeak as of Simcerity, a5 of God, asin-
the fight of God, but im Chrift, 2 Cor. 2. 17. & 12, 19. that
their Hearers might have a proof of Chrift peaking in thim, 2 Cor.
13. 3. And that where-ever they came they might triumspb,
- but in Cbrift, and be unto God s fweet fsvour . in all, but a fweet

Jevowr of Chrift, 2 Cor. 2. 14, 1§. , :
" To teach us, that forthe: Master of our Preaching, we fhould
not read a LeGure of Pbilofopby, or bare Morality, which they
that never heard of Chrift might do as well as we, and fo (as
fome complained of the Schoolmen) make Ariftotle’s Ethicks
our Bible, or the Documents of Plato, whom we call Divine,
our Divinity : -And fo nonc might find Chrift in our Sermons
more than Auftin did his Name in Tullie’s Woyks.

. Nor for the manner of it, to make fome Nofe-gays of our
own Wit, Fanfic, and afic@ed Eloquence, to fmell to our
fclves, which todato the boly Perfume in the Law, was deadly 3 Fxod. 30. 38;
or to fan to our felves the fweet fcent of it, by the Breath or

Applaufe of others, but that the Matter we Preach be Chrift,

and a Cracified Chriftin a Cracified manner, and {o prove a fweet
Javour of Chrift, and that fucha favowr of. Life, as may quicken ant.7. 90
. dead Sinners to the Life of Chrift, which other affe@ed Dif- e
courfes fall wholly thort of s Animam non dans quia now babens.
Thus,lct Chrift asa Quickewing Spirit,be the Life of our Preach-
ing, and in fuch like Preaching let our Life be fpent, and fo
tous to live will be Chrift, asweare Minifters; in our Preach-
i

2. And fecondly, whether as Minifters, or other Chriltians, #¢ that [aid,
this calls for the like care of ‘us in our Lives and Pra&ices, that :,3;?:‘,: f 6.
in the Seafe aforefaid, To ws 10 Jive may be Chrift : The Grace and i £, %
Intercft of Chrift may be that which the whole bufinefs of our rbe Lord,
Life upona true -account is fumm’d up, and scfolved into. I, z:“‘.‘ [4, 1"
fay Chrift. | o ord
And not, . Chrif.
1+ Self’;
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1. Self: Not Self-ends and Self-interefis: I mean our own
Profits, Pleafures, or Preferments, which too ufually the very
fpiric and vigour, the whole of moft Men’s lives is intenfly fixed
and o fpent upon, which fhould they be taken out of their
Lives, it would be a lifele(s Life that would be left; when in
thofe otherwife very alive Syirits, you can fcarce difcern the
leaft moving, or fo much as breathing after God in Chrift : But
how empty a Vine i Ifrael, whillt he briugesb forth Frait only to -
bimfelf ? Hof. 10, 1. Or if they be called Chriftians, what an-
other kind of Chrsift do they make of him than He was, who
faid, that His Kingdvm was not of this World 7 John 18.36. and
then not his Life neither. In all this thou haft but fownd the
life of  thy band, as the Prophet calls it, Ia. §7. 10. and that’s
bita poor withering dyin% Life. Its but Wind, Job7.7. A
Vapowr, James 4. 14. hin, vain, empty, and if full, only
of Vanity and Sorrows, that we are weary of it, Job 10. 1.
Defpife it, Jobg.21. Hate it, Ecclef. 2. 17. A&s20.24. Even
our own frail Life confifts not in the abundance of thofe smsward
things we- poffefs, Luke 12. 15. much lefs the Life of Chrift.
Owr bodily Life is more than Meas, &c. Mat. 6. 25. And chere-
fore the Life of Chritt fure is much more. Eyen our natural
Life is not that which in it (3f, efpecially in compare with Chritt
we fhould fo much took after : foy if to us 2 Lve, be only t
live s yea, orto live delicately with the Courtier, Luke 7. 2§,
or with the Whore, Rev. 18.7. Delicioxfly, .is not Opere pre-
tium, not worth the while; for Chrift’s being our Life in the
Text, iscalled the fruit of our Labewr, in the folJowing Verfe.
Chrift and Self are two things very ditin&, and otentimes di-
re&ly oppofite, fo that we may be forced to deny the one if
we would own the other 5 ¢ven be deadto the World and. Self,
it ever we would live either to Chrif, or with Him, who there.
fore died, that they which live, foould mos benceforth live to. shem.-

- Jelves, butwnto bim who died for them, 2 Cor. 5. 15. And ac-

Rom. 14. 7,
89

cordingly you read of their Refolution and Pra&ice 5 for sowe
of us liveth to bimfelf, and no Man dieth to bimfelf, but whetber
we live, we live unto the Lords or whether we die, we did snte
the Lord 5 yea, and {fometimes for Him too, with Irtai’s pro-
fetfled Refolution to David, and the like (hould ours be to Chrift,
As the Lord livesh, and as my Lord the King livesh, in whes
Phace my Lord the King fball be, whetber iu Death or in Life, there -
alfo willthy Servans be, 2 Sam, 15.21> Hoe [eilicet vere eft Chri-
B - ﬂ’
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flo vivere & mori, cum mobis poftbabitis ferimur ‘quo Chriftus uos Calvin, in

wocat, & rapimur. To us to live muft be Cbrift, rot Sclf. “Phil. 1, 23.
2. Much lefs Sin, or finful Self, or Satan, for they always

ftand ia a flat contraricty to Chrilt; What concord bath Chrift with |, g

Belial ? 2 Cor. 6. 15. or fin with him who is Holy, and Harm- Heb. 7. 26

lefs, and [eparase from Sinners ? And yet (hould we obferve ma-

ny Men’s lives, {hould wenot fee that the vigour and very life

of their lives is exerted and run outin the eager purfuit of Mic. 7. 3.

dead Works, who do evil with both Hands earnejtly, whofe Jer.22. 17.

whole coxrfe is evil, and their force i ot right, as the Prophet J¢r- 23 To.

fpeakeths who inaeourfe of Senfuality live the Beaft, not the

Man, much le(s the Chriftian, do not east 2o live, but rather

live to eat> and to whom Bibere ¢ft vivere, or in a mifchievous

way live the very Devil, who breaths in their Oaths and Blaf-

phemies, and playeth the very Devil in their mifchievous Im-

. pietiess cannot live unlefs they take away fome others Lives,

or do fome other Mifchief, Prov. 4. 16.

'

Et fi non aliqua uscuiffes, mortuss effess

But is this Chiift, or any thing like the Life of God or Chrift,
who (you heard) was Holy and Harmlefs, and came to [ave
Men’s lives, and wot 1o deftroy shem ? 1f Peccasum be Deicidium, y . 556
it cannot partake of that Life, which it doth deftroy s it put $5e
Chrift to Death, and therefore cannot confift with his Life: To
live in Sin, and to live to Chrift, are aolsaTn, and therefore-
we muft Die to the one, if ever we would Live ta the other. .
¥ 10 live to us be Chrift, it’s not Self, much lefs Sin and Sa-
tm.
* 3. No, nur moft accurate virtuous Carriages abftrated or
feparated from Chrift. Not thatI judg Moral Goodnefs to be
bad,. or not neceffarily required in that which is truly Evange- .
lical. 1¢’s Antinomian Non-fenfe as well as Blafphemy, to pre-
tend to Evangelical Perfection, and mean-while (nay, there-
upon) to live in all Moral Impieties. A Chriftian is a Man,
aud a great deal more.  Take Morality from him, and you Qn-
man him ; but yet if you ftay him there, you keep him from
being a true Chriltian: As under-ficps muft neceffarily be alcend~ _
ed, but he that abides upon them, will never get to the upper xwepaov
Koom in Heaven. For that, it is neceflary that we be Jultihed avdysor,

by the imputed Righteoufne(s of: Chrift, and Sanétified by the
. Spirit
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Spirit of Chrift, and that our beft Works and Graces be Enli-
vened and Spiritualized with the Tin&ure of the Blood of
Chrift, which though it be not enough (as fome would have
it) to our Juftification, yet is neceflary to the truth of our San-

* @ification. And therefore. here fall fhort

Phil.4. &

' Phil. 1. 2.

The fo much admired Virtuesof the Heathens, or other mere
Moral Men, Deifts, not Chriftians, who know not Chrift cither
atall, or not favingly:

Asalfo the good life of the Socinians, {0'much csied up and
made their Chara@er.  Butthe Lord grant us fomething better
than the Socinians good life, which denieth both the Satisfs-
&ion of Chrift, without which in point of Guilt, we are dead
Men in our felves, and al(o the Deity of Chrift, without which
we cannot live to God. .

Let us therefore to our utmoft labour to live in all good Mo-
rality as we are Men, but with all and above ll, let us be care-
ful that to us to Jive may be Chrift, as we are Chriftians. That
oxght to be dome, but it will goill with us if this latter be lefe
sndome. In what we do, let Men bebold owr good converfation in
Cbrift, 1 Pet. 3. 16. ‘

- And in what we fuffer, let us fuffer not as a Stoick,or a Philo-
fopher, but as Cbriftians, 1 Pet.4.16. Whatfoever things are
True, whatfoever things are Honeft, whatfoever things are Tuft,
whatfoever things are Pure, whatfocver things are Lewely, whet~
Joever things are of good Report 5 if there be any Virtue, orany
Praife, let us think of thefe things s that may anfwer all pre-
cepts of Morality, yet let the fame Apoftle fhew you a more Ex-
cellent Way, when he calls upon us to have oxr Converfasion as be-
comes (not a Philofopher, but) the Gospel of Chrifs and in

- ‘what we fuffer, (asthe Apoftle Peter cxhorts us) both for the

1Pgg 1.
& 4.13

Motive. 1.

Grotinsy in

Caufe and Mauner of it, let us be not only Witnefles, but alfa

- Partakers of the Sufferivgs of Chrift. To induce and force us

hereto, confider, :

That we are Ghriftians, A&s 11.26. & 26.28.not Lol &v-
fpwmor, not mere Men, not Heathens, not Deifts. And there-
fore above what they come or pretend to, let fomething, yea,
much of Chrift be felt in our Hearts, and expreffed in our
Lives. Chriftians, as fuch, both for Name and Nature, are
Ancinted ones with the Grace of Chrift, 1 Fobn 2. 27.

2. That Chrift is our Lord by a dear Purchafe, and Servi

Rom. 14. 7,8, toti Domini [unt : And therefore none of xs thould live or die to

bimfelf, -
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bimfelf 5 but whether we live, we fhould live tothe Lord, or whe-
ther we die, we foould die 10 the Lord s becanfe whetber we live or
die, we are the Lord's. '

3- Thatif Chrilt (in the fenfe before exprefled) be onr Life
on our parts, he will be our Life alfo on his part.

He is our Life of Nature, Fobm. 1.4-

And, He willin this waybe

Our Life of Grace, in the Power and Vigour of it. I live by
the Faith of the Son of God, Gal. 2. 20. ’

Our Life alfo of Peace,and Joy,and Comfort : That (weet Re-
lith which we feel in eating of the Tree of Life, Rev.2.7. For
if with Chrilt, Fobn 4.34. it beowr Meat to do the Will of God s
that phrafe exprefleth what fweet and fatiating Content God
vouchfafeth, and we fhall find ia it.

Our Life alfo of Glory at the latt: for, Tometo live is Chrift,
will hold in Heaven, as well as here, thOuEh in another way
of Difpenfation. Chrilt there will be our Lite moft fully, cter-
nally. If we here live Chritt, if we live to Him, we fhall there
live with him. Fer the fame Apoftle,that herefaid this,faid that
allo, Col. 3. 4. WhenChrift wbe is onr Life fhall appear, then fhall
ye alfo appear with bim in Glory. And although Death came be-
tween,it did not dead and bury his Confidence,as being but thae
dark Entry, which leads to that Light and Life; upon which
grounds when he had faid, To me #o live is Chrift, he prefently
adds as the infallible confequent of it, and to die is Gain: Which
leads to the fecond part of the Text, To me to live is Chrift, and
then, to dieis Gain.

" And that without further Preface is the Point.

Ambrof.

That Death is Gain to the Godly. A Chriftian Paradox Dod. 2.

which the great and wife Mea of the World cannot Skill of.

But what ? Is that which the great Philofopher of all Terri-’
bles_counted moft Terrible, is that become gainful and defi-"
rable ? It may be you will fay, they that ufe to be ‘moft

Wife are moft fearful , and thercfore lefs to be heeded what
the Philofopher faid : But what fay you to the tgmt Spirits of
the brave Sparks of the World? They’l be of Ps#l’s mind,
and fay, it’s Gain for them to die valiantly. But it’s one
thing what fuch. fay in the flath of a Brave, and another what
they think in cool Blood, and on more mature deliberation ;s and
then fuch as have moft to lofe, think that they ¢au lealt gain by
it. Greateft Men if they be not more than' Men, if not true

Qqqq- ' Chri-
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Ecilus. g1, Chriftian Men, of all Men can Jeaft be willing to hear on this

Far. And therefore Lewis the 11¢h of France, though a-very
both great and wife Man, when now a dying, gives e-that
Death be not named to him. And our Elizabeth, though one
of the moft Wife and Courag’eous of Women, and of.
Princes, yet had this as one of her weaknefles, that (he was di(-
plealed with Bifhop Radd, for his plain tellin her of her tokens
of old Age, and Habingers of Death, which to grest ones

Jlers Eecde. (as he callsit) is Ingratifimmm acroama : It grates too rd upon.
:‘:aﬁic:}%iﬁo. fuch tendeér Ears 5 but was the very Joy of our Apoftie’s founder
ry. L.10.¢.17. Heart, who when he could fay, that tobim #o live wai Chrift,

2. 69.

Publithed in
Print.

could chearfully add, and to die is Gain. Much to this Argu..
ment, I have fpoken out of another Text, 1 Cor. 15. 5§. in
which I efpecially thewed, that Death being difarmed, could
privatcly dous no hurt, or procure ous lofs. But here we are
principally to make out, that on the contrary it pofitively brings
us in much Gain: But becaufe even of this many particulars
were there fpoken to, there is lefs now to be Infited on. Now.
what our Apoftle more plainly exprefleth concerning himfelf,
faying, that bis death was bis Gain s in cffe@ he enlargeth toall
true Believers, 1 Cer. 3.22. Uve {onv trre Odvallos, Whetber Life,
or Death, or things prefems, or things to come, e Vuav e,
all is yowrs, and Deathas well as Life, orthe whole World and.
all the Comforts of cither. The Apoftle here writes the God.
1y’s Inventory, and imtsr peewlia, amongft all their other Goods,
he fets down Death for one part of them: and thercfore, as.
other Goods are therefore {0 called, becaufe they are for the good
of the Owner; fo Deathis reckoned amongft them, becaule by.
Chrift it’s for the great good and gain of the Believer : For if.
all things work_togesber for the good of them that love God, Rom.
8.28. then Death alfo, for it is afo reckoned among thofe Il
things, ver. 38. Hither alfo referr that of Solomon, Ecdef. 7: 1,
Tbe day of Death is besser than the day of ones Birth: And that
io Rev. 14.13. where 2 Voice from Heaven ploclaims, Blefed
ave they thas die in she Lord. So that if Blflednefs be Gain,
Death is fo too, which puts them into the poffeffion of it. '

And for further Proof, it appears that they are fully per-
fwaded and affured of it: Elfe

1. They would neverfo defire it before it come: For Evil

. and Lofs, as fuch can never be the obje@ of Defire, but it muft

aprear to be good and profitable if defired 5 but fo Death hath
. been
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been, and that carneftly by the Faithful.  Old Simeow’s Nuneo di-
© mistis, Luke 2.29. tells us what he did 5 and our Apuftle, be-
caufe he could here fay, that bis Deash would be his Gain, doth
in the néxe Verfe fave one {ay, that he had a defire 40 depars;
and well he migh“g, for then he (hould be’with Chbriff, which is
WAY BNV WpEiooor, much more bester, beft of all, and that
is Gain with an advantage. How ambitious were Primitive
Chriftians to die for Cbrift ? And how carneflly defirous have
others been to Die, if it might be in Chrift 7 Making ufe of the
Plalmift’s expreflians, my Soml shirfesh for God, for the Living Pfal. 42. 1.
God, When fhall 1 come snd appear befowe God ? The Moralift’s
Maxime is, Swummsam nec metuas diem, mec opies, that we thould
ncither fear Death, nor defire it: But a truly believing Chri-
fiian goeth higher, hath Vitam in patiensid, movters in ;
fears not Death becaufe it can do him no Daromsge, but defires
it, becaufe it brings with it greatslt Gain.—— And upon this
ground as he defixcs it before it come :
- 2. So with Joy he welcomes it when it doth comes yes,
though in a violent way : As Iguatises blefled God upon Trajes’s -
condemuing him, Cxm gawdio circamponens vincula : The Mag- 7/d marty-
tyr could kifs the Sseke, and (ay, Welaome the Crofs of Chrift. I,‘:;":" .
And well he might, when he could add, welcome cverlafling ,
Life 5 in which expreflions we have his- joyful Welcome of it,
with the Ground of it, becaufe he gaimed no lefs than everla«
ing Life by it. Andif fo with them that went up to Heaven
with Elijsb in 2 fiery Charist , and a Whirl-wind : Then; no
wonder, if fo with them that are carried hence by the conduét
of a.mor¢ placid and eafic departure; and if fome only from
wearinefs of this troublefome Life accouot Death fuch a Gain
as to dig far it as for bid Treafwre, awd rejoyce exceedingly, and
are glad when shey find the Grave, Job3.21, 22. thek We -
may well conceive how glad the affured Believer may be of it,
when he knows he thall be %ttﬁfel‘ Gainer by it,as not only refting
from his Labosrs of this Life, but alfo then-entring into his cver-
lafting both Reft and Joy in a better Life,which tho& others may
not then mect with, but the contrgry, . Bat if upon this ground
- the Righteous hath fuch bope i bis Death, Prov. 14.32. then
I hope you will -not deny him' Joy in it, and if Joy then Gain
alfo. . .
But this will more particularly be made out, if we confider
the feveral kinds of Deaths of Believers. And (as I cven
Qgqq 2 now
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now touched) they may be either for Chrift, or only is €briff.
1. If for Chrifl; then as their outward Lofs is the greater,
fo is their eternal Gain too : no lcfs, than of a Crows. It is®
Cyprian. the Crown of Martyrdom. Sciamt Chrifti milites fe non perimi,
Epf. 82 fod coromari 5 and more maffy than others. And if there be any
Sebo. fuch things as Awreole; they will be found on their Heads ;
1dems Epifl.y7. God’s Firfi-born, and therefore have a dowble Portion. Tor mer.
Selt. 1. cedes in celeflibus, quot nunc dies wumeramtur in penis 5 as Cyprian
fpeaketh, who compares them to that good Ground that brings
forth an Hundred-fold, and therefore their Harveft-joy will be
RaAdv mol greater. And thercfore Ignatius profefleth, that it’s better to
amobavéy  Die for Chrifts than-to be King of the whole Earth. He there-
N 'mesv  fore thought it was the greatelt Gain.  To be fure, Chrift will
Xexsov #  fee they fhall be no lofers; who hath given his Word that he
Cxa\eGev  that findesh bis Life foall lofé it, and be that lofeth bis Life for bis
TGV [ake, all find it, Mat. 10.39. & 16. 25. And becaufe we’
Ty 7 s« know not what God may call us to, it will be good to encourage
Epifts ad Ro- and comfort our {clves with thefe Words, and with firm belief of
| mamis. thisundoubted Fruth, thatthey who Die for Chrift are greateft
' Gainers. . : - ’
2. And if it be but is Chrift, molt happy Gains will come in:
to us by that alfo : And thatboth Privative and Pofitive.
1. Firft Privative ; for fuch a kind of Gain we find'in Scrip-
ture, as Ads 27: 21» that phrafe of xepd¥oms Thv Swdixy, where
Paul tells them that were in the Ship with him, that if they had-
followed his advice, they might have gained that Lofs5 that is,
they mll&ht have prevented it : And fuch a firft kind of Gains
. the Faithful have by Death, in frecing thém from that both Sin
and Mifery, citherby ending what before they were in, or pre-
ve?tigg what, if they had lived longer, they might have falien-
into.
1. It ends
Sin, which all our Lifes-time we were wofully encumbred-
with, ‘'which made Pas! o fadly groan out that complaint, Roms.
7+24. O wrescbed Man that 1 am; who (hall deliver me from this-
body of Demth? That is, cither this outward mertal Body, or -
this inward body of Sin which is more mortal. Both may be
taken into the Senfe,becaufe both are together.in the Event; not - .
till the death of our Bodies is the body if Sin quite deadinus 5.
but then it willbe: for as Sin entred into us at:the firft union of

Body
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" Bedy aud Soul, fo it goeth not out till their laft diffolutien. But
being then parted,

As tothe Body, for fins of omiffion, this lump of Earth doth
no longer aggravare animam, clog the Soul from doing duty 5
Ror as to fins of commiffion, doch this Eartbly dufty tabernacle .
any longer defile the Soul, as being a fomes, aud an Inftrument
by which it a&s its felf-pollution.

And as to the Soul, though wicked Mens Souls are in faw
Jeparatoasiinful as they were before, yet she fpirits of jufi Men
are then thade perfe@, Heb. 12. 23, and therefore not liable to fin,
which is the greateft imperfe@ion. And what a gain thisis, a
holy Heart will tell you, when now groaning under the Burden
and Pollution of fome defiling luft, would give a whole World
to be rid of it, evenexchange his life for Death, becaufe by. it
he fhall gain a full deliverance from it.

And as Death ends the Believer’sfin : Se alfo all that mifery,
which by reafon of his fin he more or lefs all his Life long was.
exercifed with. No more inward forrows or fears, or anguifh-
esand perplexities in and from himf{clf, no more temptations.
from Satan, no more moleftations or perfecutions from the
World; orif any, heis nomore fenfible of them. There he
wicked ceafe from sroubling, and sherethe weary are at reft 5 there the
Prifoners reft togesher, they bear not the voice of the oppreffor, Job.
3. 17, 18. And if you fay, that for thefe outward troubles it is
then as well with the wickedeft finners as with the holieft Saints:

I fay, butitis not foas to thofc inward anguilhes and perplexi-
ties, which are the greatet miferies; for they in the wicked are
not then ended, but (as to their greateft extremities) then begin.
But for the Godly no more [then]sany of thefe: They then
ceafefromall their Labours, Revel. 14, 13. and reft qwietly ip
their Beds,Mfa. §7.z. not one bodily pain, ordifquieting thought
more : as Mr. Knox on his death=bed, being asked whether his See his 1 ife.
pains were great, anfwered, that hedid not efteem that a pain,

. which would be to him the end of all trouble, and the begin-
ningof endlefs Joys. Servetbe Lord in Fear, and Death fhall
not be sroublefome to you. Bleffed’is she Death of thofe thas bave
pars inthe Blood of Fefus. And is not he who hath attaived to
this proved a great Gainer, having all his former fins and mife-
ries fo we!l and for ever ended ?

2.. And whatfoever of both kinds, if he had lived longer, he

might have fallen into, moft happily prevented.  The Apocp;‘y;
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phal Solomow faith, that Esech was [peedily takem away, leRt
wickeduefs (bould have altered bis underfionding, Wildom 4. 11,
But [’ am fure from authentical Scriﬁmr'c,that ofiahb was, that he
might not fee thatdefolation which was coming upon his pea-
ple, 2 Chron. 34.28. and that the Righteons are takem away
from the evil t0 come, 1. 57. 1. of which fome expound thac’
Revel. 14.13. Ble[fed are they that dye in the Lord, namely at thac
time there meant, becaufe after that time there would be %Ra- ,
termifery. ¢ may be we cannot but think how miferable fome

Men would have been, if they had lived apy longer, yes, and
what finful Snares fome of God’s Servants Would have been' in
danger to have been taken in, if they had not died the foomer.
But when they were now falling,a Fathers watchful eye faw theic
danger, and with a wary hand {natcht them out of it, and took
them into bis own Bofom, out of the reach of it. Blcffed Fa-
ther ! Happy Child } And gainful Death ! that put them into har-
bor,when the ftorm was coming that would have funk them, pre-

‘vented thofe fins and mifesies that might have undone them. And

thus Death to the Godly is gais privatively in preventing lofa,

2. Secondly, Pofitively in bringing in realleft Gains, -

1. Of Grace made perfeét, and that in the moft perfeétexers
cife and operation of it. Faith thta completed in Vifion, and
Hope in Fruision, and thercfore called the end of omr, Kaith,
1 Pet. 1. 9. not fo much of ceffation, as the canfurmation
and pesfetion of both: ard forLave; what was here imperfedt
fhall then be dome away, 1 Cos. 13. 30, So that it fhall be per-
fectly then exerted toward Geod, and onc another, when we
thall be isdpyeNoi, Luke, 20. 36. like to tbe Angels of God e-
very way pliable and expedite in doing his will: And we,who
think how well it is with us, when we can here in any meafure
of freedom and liveline(s meditate and pray,orin any other hind
with enlarged bearts run the way of God’s Comemendmesits, and
tcel how burdenfom it is to lye under the burden of Sin, and
have our Chariot- Wheels taken off, fo that we drive beavily in
what he fets us to, what unvaluable a gain fhall we efteem i,
when all thefe cloggs fhall be taken off, and we fhall find our
Souls as upon the Chariots of Ammainadab,frecly, to expatiate in-
thofeJatifundis of Eternity, and with thofe Angels in Ezekiels
Vilion, schither the Spirit is 80 goy to go without hinderance and
wearine(s. Now a true Chriftian eftimates Gain, not by that

-of 'Mony (as it’s called Fudg. 5. 19.) or other commaditiss

which
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~ which the Men of the World traffique in, but that which ari-
fcth from being Rich im Faith, James 2. 5. and God’s fear, Prov,
32. 4. Whichis the * ¢rue and the everlafting Ricbes,as our Sa- * Luke, 16,11,
viour and Solemen calls them 3 and therefore when fuch Riches T Prov- 8. 18.
and Gains are come in fullet, -he accounts him(elf the greateft
‘gainer, and that will be when in Death Grace is perfe@ed.
2. And happinefs completed, and that will be then alfo, if
you will only abate that which will arife from the Souls reunion
with the Body, which will not beé till the latt day. But at Death
Panl makes accountsthat when he departs hence, hefhall be wish
Cbhri, which he eftcemns to be beft of ofl, "G:j. of this Chap-
ter, inamore full Vifion and Fruition of God, and what at-
_ tends that Eftate, and in what elfc can be our beft happinefs.
My. Medeindeed faith, that he remembers not. that Deab is OnRevirg.rs.
ever in Scripture (aid to b the time of reward. Nor it may be s 2077 7"
it fofaid in thofc crprels words, norindeed is it the time of the ;5 4girari.
reward of the moft full and compleat payment of it, which is
relerved ¢ the Refurre@tion-day. But Iam fure, if Pand faid
true, that upon his deparsare he thould be with Chrift, that the
reatelt part of the reward is then given, and that not only to
gim, and fuch like him, which the Pagilb rant, but cven to
all the faithful that dye in Chrift, whofc Souls are not ro be
fought for in the Papifts Putgatory, or our new Philoflophical
Divines lower or upper Quarters, where they can tell you in
their feveral Vehicles, what Meat they cat, and what Recreati-
ons they {port themftlves with. In former times with Prote-
fant Divines, and others before them, there were but two
Receptacles of Souls departed, cither Heaven, or Hells and if
they that dye in Chrift be not in Hell, I hope they are in Heaven,
and if there, then moft happy : and if Death fend them thither,
then what gais they get by it, they will think of, and blefs God
for, to Eternity. -
. The fumn of allthefe particnlar proofs is epitomized in that
thout faying of Awflin, - Mors beatisudinis principism, laborsm
mesa, peremptoria peccatorwm s It kills Sin, ends Mifery, begins
Happinefs in Grace and Glory, and therefore upon all Accounts
i’s gain to the Godly. :

And then 'R MR O the bleflednefs of that Man whom  Ufe. 1.
this may be truly faid of ! Well might Salomon fay the Righteons Prov. 12.:26:
Manis'more excellent than bk Neighbour, in that when to atl other. :
(wicked or Worldly) Men, Death is the Jofi of all which they.

- account
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-account gain, as of Life, and all the outward comforts of it, fb
that when they are gone, they fay with Micab, when he had
loft his Idols, what bave Imore ? Judg. 18.24. he can fay I thank
God I have loft nothing, nay Iam fo far from being a lofer, that
I am a moft happy gainer by the bargains and he thae is a
gainer by Death it {clf, can, as to other matters be a lofer by
nothing, nay heisa lofér by Life, (as Paul was v. 23.)if Death
be gain to him, how great is the difference 2 Some would have
See Musm it hinted by the Plalmift, Pfal. 49. 10. where he faith Wife Men
becum- dye, but Fools Perife. The Godly-Wife are fubje& to Death,
as well as others, but Chrift by his Death hath changed it to his
-froma Cuzfe to-a Bleffing, that it’s not now it {elf, nota Death,
S . buta Carcafe of Death, a vanquithed Goliah, before terrible, -
Ledef. ;74',’ * but then by every litcle David trampled on, a dead Lion, whofe
very roaring (the noife or mere naming of it) was before affright-
» ing (as we faw before) but now fo far from terrifying, thac as
Judg.14.3.  Sampfow’s Lion it hath fiveeteft Homy in it, when fweeteft and
greateft gain comes by it. Thus Deatb fittcth uppon gmos xAc-
€5, Revel. 6.8. wetranflate it a pale Horfe, but the word
(both according to its derivation, and morefrequent ufe)fignifi-
ethalfo green and virdams.  To the wicked it’s pallida mors, pale
‘Death, -becaufe it makes them look pale, but green and pleafant.
to theGodly, they that in old Age being planted -in God’s Conres,
are greenand fruitful, Pfal. 92. €3, 14. even in Deathit fIf, -
which blafisall elfe, retain their iourifh, and never more than
+ then,when they are now fprouting out to Eternity. Hesziekiah
now fick,and in his own fenfe dying,and that in fome refpe@s fo
forrowing, that it’s faid he wepr fore, and as it were now recei-
ving the fatal ftroke from God’s hand (thos wils make an end of
me Ha. 38.13.) yet ufeth a word to exprefs it, that had peace and
comfort conteined in the fignification of it 2399 w from
G’i% which fignifieth peace, fo that although it be an end, yet
itisapeaceable one, and o makes  good what Devid faid, that
the end of that Man is Peace, Pfal. 37.37. as how full of Peace
sce uison  30d Comfort are David’s own laft words, 2 Sam. 23! and fome
that Pfslm. conceivehemade Pfal. 72. on his death-bed.
- At non fic impii, won fic. The ungodly arenot fo, itis far
otherwife with them. Mors peccatoram peffima, as ‘the 70. and
~ vulgarread, Pfu.34.21. In thelaft part, and end of a finner’s
Jamw4.13.  Life, it’s worlt with him. - They had in their lives been bufily
trading ja the World, bwying aud felling arid getting gain, and
ruffling



M S S e s e

" PHIL L 1L 635

ruffling i in the World, but mecan while by their fins they run James 4. 13.
decp in debt with God, and for want of Intereft in Chrift to be
their furety, at Death (it may be on the {udden) it comes to that
of the Plalmilt =0 1 PfI55.15.let death feize upon them & les
them go down quick inso Hell.Dcath feizeth on them unawares,as a })E‘I’Hf,’”‘"‘”i;,
Serjeant,or Purfevant, & calts them into Prifon,which is exprel: ;5 locurm.
fed by their going down quick imto Hell, (as it’s {aid Numb. 16. 32,
33.that Korab and his Company did }and there the Plalmift faich,
they lic like Sheep, (or Wolves rather) and Death feeding on them, '
as they before (it may be) preyed on the Sheep of Chrift. Bernard Pfal. 49. 14.
thinks it’s {aid as Sheep, becaufe their, former warm Fleeces of 2;" :f” d:;“
Riches and worldly contentments will then be clofe fhorn, and .y, erie.
their Skins flayed off, and then Death feeds on them, though rwm.
they never dye, gwia femper moriuntur ad vitam, & [emper vi-
vunt ad mortem, and there,as Prifoners with the Devils, are refer-
ved in everlafting Cbains under darkne(s, unto the Fudgment of the
great day, as the Apoftles Peter.and Fude exprels it: though it
may be they lie on their Death-Beds like Logs, either fenfelefs,
or {mothering in difquietne(s of mind; yet that’s butin the
fmoak of the Furnace, but the worlt is,, that at laft they will
burnin Hell. Of them at Death you may fay (as you ufe to
fay of fome miferable Man here). that their bet days are paft;
but of the Godly if Death he their gain, even in the faddefk
daysof their Life, that their belt days are yet to come, even
the day of Death, and of the Refurretion. Oh what a great
Gulf will there then be betwixt the Righteous and Ungodly, xdo e
Luke 16. 26 ? What a diftance ? what an odds between them, AR,
when both their Accounts fhall thenbe caftup? when the one,
who counted gain to be godlinefs, fhall lofe all, and the others 1 Tim.6. 5.
Death fhall prove their greatelt gain ? And therefore let Hannab’s
words be faid to the head of the proudelt profane Worldlings;
Talk 1o more fo exceeding proudly. let not Arrogancy any more come :
out of yowr Momsh, {peakno longer grievous things prowdly and 1 Sam. 1. 2.
contemptuoufly againft the Righteous. Say not (as they would have Pfal. 31. 18.
had Fob to have faid) it profiteth a Man nothing that be (bould de- 6
light bim[elf in God 2 What advantage will it be to thee, and what }gb 3‘;' >
profis fball I bave, if I be cleanféd from my fin 2 or as they in Malas- ‘3.3
chy 3.14.1t is in vainto ferve God, and what profit is it that we bave -
kept bis Ordinances, and walked mournfully before bim ? What
profit 2 Why (as the Apoftle faith in another cafe) much every Rom.3 1, 1.
way, for us and ours, for Body and for Soul, in P;ofperit()iy

© Rrrr ) an

2 Pet. 2, 4.
Jude 6.
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and Adverfity in Life, and efpecially in Death and after Death 5
When Chrift is owr Life, and Death our gsin, when fuch Scof-

fers will call themfelves Fools for accounting fuch Mens lives

Madnefs, and their end to be without bonowr; when they fhall fee
it’s their greateft gain, and they numbred amongft the Children of
God, and their lot among the Saints, and thofe Deriders then have
thofe two queftions returned upon them to anfwer, thatin Fob
27. 8. What isthe bope of the Hypocrite, though be bath gained,
when God taketh away bis Soxl ? And that other of our Saviour,
Matsh. 16. 26. What is a Man profited, if be fhall gain the whole
World, and lofe bis own Soul? and what hall a Man give in ex-
change for bis Sowl 2 Thefe they will never be able to fay, though
they will be fadly thinking of them in Hell to Eter- -
nity.

Xnd therefore, what fhould our greateft care and endeavour
be, but that we may attain to this happinc(s, that Death which.
is moft Mens greateft lofs, may with Paxl’s be our gain? It’s a.
bufy World we live in, and except only fuch flothful Drones,.
or debauched Prodigals, who labour for nothing, but to grati-
fy their Eafe or their Lufts, all that would not be idle and fenfu-
al Bruits, are bufy in trading, in fomething or other, that they
think will turn to account, and bring in fome advantage, and.
procure at leaft a livelihood 5 but alas it’s only a livelihood, it’s-
for a {hort life only : but there are too few that think what will
be gain to them at Death, when they will be in greateft need of
fomething that may make their bearts then to Jive, upon which
they may live to Eternity. And therefore it would be agreat
part of their Wifdom and Thrift, whilft they think they have
too little time to compafs their other ends and proje@s to gain-
time (as the phrafe is Dan. 2. 8.) to get ready a Cordial againft:
that fwooning Fit, that they may be gainers not only at Death,
but by it,when time fhall be no more. So they may be gainers
indeed,and be profitable to themfelves;as Eliphaz (aith, a wife Man-
is profitable to bimfelf, Job. 22. 2. and that gain will not be only
great, but fo fure, that there willbe no undoing after-claps, as.
Fob faith there will be with others after their greateft gains, when
Godtakes away their Somls, Job. 27.8. Socrates, the night be-
fore hedied, was defirous tolearn Mufick: happy we, if then,
inftead of fearsand forrows for the lofles we fhall then under--
go,wecan make melody in our Hearts;bue it will be good tohave
been tuning of them to it before. ’

And for this purpole Let-
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Let it be one great part of our good Husbandry not to deal

in, ortomake a tradeof any fin, which in other re(pedts we
may account moft gamful and profitable; for it will certainly cat
out all our gains, 1t may be in this Life, whillt God blafts them,
or our Souls be blafted, and (it may be here) tormented by them.
Solomon’s word will for certain be found true, the wicked worketh
& deceitful work, Prov, 11.18. andit isthe word of him that
repents for fin, Ibave finned, and it profired me not, Job. 33.27. 1fa. 44. 9, 15;
And how frequent in the Prophefics of Ifzisband Feremiah are & 47.12.% 3.
thofe expreflions, that they do mot profie, they fhall not profis,that 1%
they cannot profit, that fuch Idols are profitable for nothing? But 3cv.>; g’é s
to be fure at Death it will more fully appear to be fo, when fuch 19.& 2332,
gains will not only be loft, but prove lofs, whillt we are for ever
loft by them. The very Sting of Deathis Sin, 1 Cor.15. 56.
and then, although we before thought the gain of fin was {weet, & Kelldy
yet it will then be as bitter as Death, when with the Hony we 70v s #diTy
have got this Sting with it, which will prove the Worm meppoyui-
that never dies, Mark 9. 44. vy Junny

" 2. Learn to undervalue the World more, with all the tuwoies av-
gains, profits, and contentments of it: for if we be of the Tn THsauop-
Men of the Werld, who bave their Portionin shie Life, and they TiasTedfva
be our Portion, they Mol Orig.

Will make us unwilling to dye, according to that, O comtracelfum

Death, bow bister is the remembrance of thee to a Man tbat livetb lib. 5.

at reftin bis Poffeffions ? Pfal. 17. 14.
And it will be Death indeed to us, when we muft die; Ecclef 4t-2

when all chae is loft and fcattered, which the very Life '

of our Souls was wrapt up ins when fuch Men (with him,

Ad. 16. 19.) fee that all bopes of after-gains arc gomes

they then fink into Defpair, before their Souls do into Hells

nay when they fee all their former gains are loft, they are

loft too, and fo end their lives with that Emperour’s laft

words wdrTa tyedum #, s\év mor Ausiled, I have been

all things, and all now profit me nothing. It was there-

fore no bad husbandry of Matthew the Publican to leave his

Toll-Booth to follow Chrilt, nor will it be to us to loofen

our Hearts from our moft profitable employment in Life to,

get nearer to. Chrift, that by his Death our Death may

be gain to us, and we may then be no lofers; which

leadsto
Rrrra2 3. The

’
'
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3. The third Dire@ion, which is a high valuation of
Chrift, fo as to be willing to part with all tor him; for fo
the fame Paxl, who here faith, that Death it bis gain, in
‘the third Chapter of this Epiftle, v. 7, 8. faith, that thofe
things which were gain to bim , be accowirrcd lofs for Chrift.
If we account gain, lofs for Chrift, then Death with the
lofs of all things will be gain to us by Chrit. If the main
Pillar by which the Houle is held up do but fiand, it will
not fall down, though othcr props be taken away; and if
Chiift be our 4l in all, then although all things elfe at
Death be taken from us, and we from them, we have loft
nothing » no, have gained by it, fulleft union with him, and
pofliilion of him, whichis our greatcitgainy becaule our greac-
cft happinefs.

4. Improve the Talents we are betrufted with, (o as our
pownd may gain tew pomnds, Luke 19. 16, and that at Death,
when thon comelt to thy account, will gain thee Aushority
over ten Cities, ». 17. Beeft thou a private Chriftian, efpe-
cially if a Minifter of the Gofpcl, labour carefully to giin
Souls to Chrift, and that will bring thee plentiful gain both
at Death in inward Comfort, and after Death in a more
plentiful reward. Pawl- was very induftrious in this Trade,
as you may fee, 1 Cor. 9. 19, to 23. and Chap. 10. 33.
in which his Life was fo laborious, that you find here his
Deash was gain to him. '

5. But add Perfeverance to all: elfe we lofe all that we
bave gained, 2 John 8. As the Nazarite in the Law, if after
his Vow he were polluted, he loft all his former days, Numb.
6. 12. or as he that runnetb a Race, though he hath gone
on far in it, lofeth the prize, if he give over before he
come to lay hold of it : and therefore although either the
length of the way, or our pains in getting on in it, put us.
to it; yet with that worthy Knight on his Death-Bed fay,
Hold omt Faith and Patience yet a little longer, and it will nos
be long before Death pay for all. :

6. Laftly, Remember what went before thefe words in the
Text, To me to live is Chrift+ and then,. to déie # Gain. La-
bour that Chriftin all the fore-mentioned Particulars be our Life,
and then we be very certain that Death will be our Advantage :
A Chrift-like though painful: Life, will certainly end in a mof
gainful and joyful Death,  He went up and down doing good, and

finifbed.
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finifbed she Work which bis Fatber gave bimto do, fuffered chofe
things which were appointed Him, and fo eutred into Luke 24, 26,
Glory. And we fulowing Him in His fleps, need not doubt
but we fhall into italfo : But to live like a Beaft or a Devil, and
to think to dielike a Saint; to live (o unprofitably that neither
Chrift hath fervice from thee, nor any Body any benctit by thee,
and to hope that Death will be Gain to thee, how vain and un-
realonabk ? Epiffetus could fay, §os suudtegh, enéi £, 70 év-
a¥sis, wherethere is true Gain, there muft be true Godlinefs;
and the Apoftle faich, Godlinefi is Gain, 1 Tim.6. 6. and pro-
fitable for allthings, biving promife not only of the Life that now-
iy but alfo of that which is to com2, 1 Tin.4.8. And therefore
the profit of itis not ended in Death, but then more than ever
before comes in, and is madc over to be enjoyed in everlafting
Life and Glory.

Which thercfore, for the third Ufe of the Point, fhould en- Ufe 3:
courage the Faithful again(t the fear of Death, and calls upon
them rather to defire it, than be afraid of it. Our Gair doth
not ufe to be the Matter of our Fear,but of our Defire and Foy.
The Tradefman is not wont to be afraid of a profitable Bargain,
nor the Labourer of his Day’s work in the evening to receive his
Wages and Reward : Now this (if we believe Pawl) Death is,
or brings with it. He confidently faith here, that it is Gain,
and therefore, as fuch, is not afraid of it, but ver. 23. defires
it. Indeed he fpeaks of fome, Heb. 2. 15. who throwgh fear
of Deasb, were all their life-time [ubject to Bandage : But who
were they ? I confef(s fuch he fpeaks of as-were to be faved by
Chrift, as the beginning of the Verfe fheweth in thofe words,
- shat be might deliver them, &c. But yet fo as they were out of

Chrift for the prefent,or if in Chrift,yct not affured of it,but ftill
under a {pirit of Bondage according to that Legal Difpenfation
before Chrift.  And yet I do not remember, I'read in Scripture
of any either under the Law or Gofpel truly Godly, that were
much affrighted at the approach of Decath. Hezekiah indeed
weps fore at the Meflage of Death, and fome (I confcfs) think
he was then under fome inward anguifh of Spirit: But I can- Ifa. 38. 3..
not ecafily believe that it was funply from any fear of Deathy
whillt he even then had foclear a teftimony of his Confcience,
that he could appeal to God that he had walked before him in
truth, and with a perfect beart in his life, but it was becaufe he

yet wanted a Son to continue the Promifed Seed, orfor fome
' othes

>
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other like caufe. And as Decath is an Enemy to Nature: fo
Nature may, with fubmiffion to God’s Will, without fin be -
ready to turn from it. SO our Saviour defired that the Cup -
might pafs from bim-  And itis faid of Peter, that fome fhould
gird bimy and carry bim whither be womld not. But our Saviour’s
was more than an ordinary Death, than any Martyr’s death,
that fuffered never fo great Torments in it; and was it out of
fear-of Death, when his Face was fet 20 go to Fermfalem to be
Crucificd > When he sent oxt to meet His Apprehenders? when
He faith, that ne Man took _away bis Life, but that He willingly
of himfelf laid it down; and thercfore was not thruft out or
driven, but faith, I go to my Father, as {fome obferve ? -When
even He deprecated to be delivered from that Hour, yet faith, even
for that Canfe He came to that Hosr? And therefore quictly
and fubmiflively faid, Fatber mot my Will, but Thine be dome ?
And even in the Pangs of Death fo quictly could fay, Fatber,
into thy bands I commend my Spirit ? And for Peter, when now
near to Death, we do not find him bewailing it,but calling of
itonlya patting off bis Tabernacle, 2 Pet. 1. 14. Nor doth the
Story of his Death mention any fuch affrightment of him then,
but the contrary. And forothers, Mofésand Aeron went up the
Mounts to die, asa quiet Child doth at his Fathers command
go up to his Bed to fleep (asI have elfe-where thewed). Simeon
fings his Nunc dimitsis. Paul knows his departure is at band,
but he calls it his avéAvas, and that word fignifieth fuch an
Unbinding and Taking off of Burdens, as wedo to our Beafts
when we come to our Inn, or return to our Home; and that
(I hope) is not dreadful, but defireable and welcome, as his
was there, when after his good fighting of his good Fight,
and finithing his Courfe, he had his hand upon the Crows of
Righteoxfnefs. And it -was a breaking of bis beart, that they
fhould weep and pray himnot 10 go to Fersfalem, who was rea-
dy not only to be Bowund, but alfo to Die for Chrift there, AQs
21.13. As Iguatins in the very like cafe faid to his Friends,
apere e xabog oy pas AaGeiv, €kl mppviuevos Gvdpamos
oes toouar. How chearfully did the Martyrs in former and
latter Times make hafte to their Torments, (as falt asan old .
Man can, faid old Latimér) imbrace the Flames, and had lefs
trouble to endure the Torments, than their Torturers had to
infli¢t them ? Ido not fay that all, efpecially weak Chriftians
do, orcan arife to the Heroick fpirit of thefec Worthies, and
’ God
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God forbid that I fhould fear the fafety of their Eftates, who
from weaknefs of Faith and want of Affurance are afraid of
Death, and becaufe they dare not as yet die, pray with David,
Plal. 39. 13. O fare me, that I may recover firength, before I go
bence,and be no more.
But yet this I muf fay to fuch, that whilft thus they pray
for time to recover firength, they muft acknowledg that it is their
weaknefs, which is not to be refted in.  And if it be from their
former carclefs negle& of preparation for Death, or contraling
of, and continuing undcr the guilt of fome favoured Sin, which
makes Death terrible, they have the more neced to make hafte to
getoutof it.  Or if it be (asit may be fometimes it is) be-
caufe in their former Life, they among their other many Peti-
tions, have not fo much prefled that for comfort in Death; they
had then need plic it the more, and liftcn to holy Bradford's
Counfcl, who thus advifeth, Pray when the tide of Death comes, ,?: o ;:’ ﬁ:/'ff:
thst we msy bale forth of the Haven of this Fleb, this World, ,,',,‘,J,,.r i
chearfully. ~Nor indecd (hould it be a Haling, but a ready go-
ing with the Stream, as St. Auflin faith: In Desth we (hould
be like live-Honey, which is the beft, not to neced prefling
out of the Comb, but to flow frecly from it. But the
Wax of this Comb fticks too faft to us, and makes us cleave
too much to this prefent Life, that we have need to chide out
our reftive Souls with him, Egredere, O anima, egredere , roufe
up, O flothful Soul, get up and get out.  Go forsh, O ye Daugh- ¢y, 31
pers of Zion, and bebold King Solomon with bis Crown. Areyou = -
afraid to fhut your eyes from fecing the World and Men, that _
you may open them to fee God and Chyilt, as Cyprian {peak- p, cxborrasio-
eth? Is Death to the Godly but an ¥8xams, an Exitus, Heb. ne Martyris,
§3.7. an-¢fods, 2 Pet. 1. 15. an Out gatc, as of Ifrael out of C4p. 12. #dfi-
Egypt? Nay, as Cyprian elfe-where faith, Non exitus, fed tran- 77 .
fitus, & temporali itinere demenfo ad eserna sranfgreffus?  And ;.. 14,
" ‘fhall we be unwilling or fearful to go out of our Prifon into
our glorious everlalting Manfion? Is it but an &vaAvass.(as
even now we heard) and atter a long tedious and dangerous
Journey, {hould we be troubled to return Home, and there to
have our Burdens taken off, as we faid that word fignifieth ? -
Is it but an Accerfitio, as Lucianus in Cyprian ftiles it, butour
Fathers (ending for us Home after a”long abfence from him Epif.22. 8.2,
either by our wild Vagarics, or upon his {ending, and occafi-

ons? and (hould not then even the Prodigal, when come to hi;n-c
‘ ‘ ¢lf.
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fclf, fay, Iwill arife andgo to my Father 2 Luke 15. 18.

And laftly, Inthe Text is it a Gain? Then what bad Huf-
bands we, if we be backward from making out after it ? But
isit indeed Gasin 2 Then all the time before we arrive at it, if
it be not Damnum emergens, accruing lofs, as too often by our
prodigal Mifpenfes we make it, yet at beft it will be but Lucrum
ceflans, it’s a cealing and intercepting of that Gain, which we
might have had by it. And then Quis bic anxietatis & follici-
tudinis locus eft 7 Quis inter bec trepidus & maftus eft, nifi cui
fpes & fides deeft 2 What place is here left for Anxicty and Fear,
as the Father fpeaks,unlefs it be in them that bave o hope, or but
a weak Faith if any? I¢s for Heathen Romans to have a God,
whom they made the prefident of Death, and therefore called
him Viduss, (becaufe he did Corpws anima viduare) and there-
fore would let him have no room in their Houfes, but fhut him
out, and let him ftand without; and fo Romana Religione
damuatur potius quam colitur. But theaflured Chriftian with
Zo epb of Arimathea, may well place his Sepulchre in his Gar-

en of delights, and put Death and the thoughts of it in his
Bofom, (notas a Snake to fting it, but)asa Jewel, as his Gain
to enrich him: Ejus eft mortem timere, qui nolit ad Chriftum ire ,
It’s for them to fear Death that would not go to Chrift, and
they that have no affurance of a better Life may be loth to leave
this,becaufe they know not where to mend themfelves; & {o Earth
in pofleffion they think is better to them, than Heaven in reverfi-
on. Buthow more happy will it be, if, after Chriff hath been
our Life, Death prove our Gain ? After whatever I have in this
Life loft for Chrift, if not here, yet at Death I {hall be {ure to
be ng lofer by Chrift, but there may be able with David, and
our Blefed Saviour to commend my fpirit into Ged’s Hands? then
when there will be enough to take our Goods and Honours,
and other Earthly pofleilions to enjoy them, aud fome (it may
be) to take our dead Bodies and bury them, but none but God
to receive our Spirits, who only can fecure and fave them :
Then, then to be able with much peace to {ay, Father, take
my Jewel, and lay it up in thy Bofom, '/9 /% my only One,
my Darling, my Glory, and glorifie it with thy felf for ever :
How happy will that be, and how bleflcd fhall we be then ?
Which in a way of clofe walking with God, and working for
God, we fhould labour now to get aflurance of, and then af-
ter a longer or thorter days labour not to fear Death, but be glad
to go toBed and to reft with God for ever. This



“on PHIL, I. 2I.
. This atall times, but efpecially in thefe times
"Of the Old-age, and Ruine of the World, and (it may be)
of {ome of our now almotft fpent Lives,
And of thefc our troublefom and perilous Days. It's ‘good
dying in Evil-days, if aflured that we fhall then live with God

forever. Nohurt to be taken away from the evil to come : For
the Ship to be put into the Harbor, when the Storm threatens
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aShipwrack. Upon this Ground the Father exhorted the Chri- Spriam.

ftians in his hard Times, to be willing to Die though it were
by Martyrdome; Ut qui cernitis capiffe gravia, & [citie immi-
nere groviora : Becaufe they faw fad things, and fore-faw fadder
comingon. Death fhould not then be bicter, when fuch things
as are more bitter than death are in view for thofe that live

longer.

Let this be the Rule by which we cftimate true Gain, viz. If Ut 4

it prove fo to us at Death, and Death it fcIf be Gain tous; for
then our accounts will be fumm’d and made up, and then Gain
and Lofs will belt appear 3 as Solomon {aid when he came to his
Audit, Ecclefc 2. 11. Then I looked on all the Works thast
-my bands bad wrought, and ou the Labour that I bad laboured to
do: And that was very great, as we may fee in the fore-going
Verles, where you find himasa diligent Chymift very bufic at
his work, to extra¢t and gainan Elixir and Quinteﬂ'cncc, even
the Spirit of whatever Contentment the whole Mafs and Body
of the Creature could afford. Butalas! whenallclfe was eva-
porated, there was nothing left but that Capwt mortunm; Be-
bold, all was vanity and vexation of Spirit, and shere was no pro-
fit under the Sun : And as little doall our great Traders (and
Gainers, as they themfelves thought) that fay, as Fames 4. 13.
To morrow we will go to fuch a City, and buy and [ell, and get
Gain : As little profit do they find, when at Deaththey come
to their laft reckoning.  In their life and enjoyment oft-times no
other profit by what they have Gained, but the bebolding of thems
with their Eyes, Ecclef. 5. 11.  But to be fure at Death, when
they muft leave them, Riches will not profis in fuch a day of
Wrath, Prov. 11. 4. will not be able then to purchafe a Free-
dom, no not a Reprieve from Decath, Pfal. 49. 6,7, 8,9. much
lefs everlafting Life, and it will be well if not Death cternal.
And here let me name fome few things, which Men ufually for

the prefent think very Gainful to them, which will not at Dearh .

turn to account. .
. S{(f 1. All
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1. All fins, even the gainfulleft. Demetrius may get no fmall

A8s19. 24. Gain by making Silver fhrines for Diana his 1dol, and the Ma-
Ads16.16.  fer of the Pythonifs by her divination, and many others now a
days by unlawful Callings, and unlawful and difbonet Gains, at

*Numb. 24. Which God, as veryangry,® fmites bis bauds, Ezek. 22. 12, 13,
10. 27. Butnone of thefe can in themfelves be true Gain, which
Ficinusin s 15 wont to be defined to be Bowi utilis acquifitio, quod ad venerandi
gumento Hip-  bomi confecutionem conducis.  Its the acquiring of fomething
parchiPlato-  that is profitable towards the acquifition of the chief Good.
’I'{‘o'm 6. 2, But if the wages of fin be Death, this muft needs be quite con-
"% 3 trary, the greateft Lofs, lofs of Peace with God io Life, and
the lofsof .God and everlafting Life at Death. And then (as

Dan. 6.2.  they faid) Why fhould Dammage grow to the burt of the King ?
Ezra 4.22. SoItothee, But why fhould fuch an utterly un-

doing Lofs grow to thy Soul? Or, as Paul faid to them, A&s

27.10. Sirs, I perceive that this Voyage will be with burt, and

much Dammage not only of the Lading and Ship, but alfo of onr

Lizves : So Lmuft fay to every fuch Sinner, unlefs he firike Sail

and fteer another Courfe, though thou beeft now Top and Top-

gallant, and goeft before the Wind with all Sails fpread,

and filled with (as thou thinkeft) a moft profperous Gale, yet.

this Voyage will be to thy bart, and much Dammagesot only of.

Lading and Ship,of that Saburra of outward Contentments,that

~ thou art fo deeply laden with,and of thy Bodie’s brittle Bark, but

Auguftine.  ©of the Life, and that of thy Soul for ever, Acquifivit pecunisms,.
perdidis Fuflitiom, lucrum in arcd, damnum in confciemsid : Gaim

in the Cheft, and Lofs in the Confcience, he hath gotten Money

and loft Picty and Juftice, are fad words, but fadder things.

Such Gainers I compare to fuch prodigal Unthrifts, that lavifh

itat their Inns; and what Gainers they, who have got fo much

Mirth and good Chear! Ay, but Friends, there is a great rec-

koning that muft be paid before, or when you go to Bed in

Death, which will not fuffer you to fleep quietly.  Whilft you

by thefe finful means increafe your Gettings, you like fuch Pro-

, 1 57. 10, digals run faft and deep into debt, which, whil@t you find she life
of your hand, asthe Prophets phrafe is, that which fupports you

with a livelihood, you are jolly and never think of it. O but

there will at Death come a day of payment, and then a Prifon,

out of which you will not get, till you havepaid the utmoft far-

thing, and that will never be 5 and fo you lie in chains of durk-

nefs
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nefs to Eternity. What gain by fin will you then think you
have got, by that of which you are then afhamed, becaufe Rom5.21.
by it utterly undone ? You may then put it all into your
Eyes, and be there weeping it out for ever. Pemny-wife and
posnd-foolify will be ther a fad Proverb, which you will be {adly
thinking of, whenall is loft and you with it ; to have gained
Lordfhips and Kingdoms by finful ways will be found greateft
lofs at laft. They will then appear to have been the Devils gifts
rather than God’s ; and as they ufe to fay, that the Devil’s Gold
which he gives to Witches is found to be but leaves and trath; fo
you will find thefe to be fuch trafh, as will yet make Fewel for
everlafting barnings. Whatthercfore (you heard out of the Pro- mbrof, e
phet) God in anger fwsites bis hands at, we (hould withan holy Fofeph.lucrum
defpifing (with him, Ifa. 33.15.) fhake our bands of, namely of Prersnefcit
the gain of oppreffiom, bribes,and whatever other unlawful profits, ”,:”’;:’M': o
which will then prove lofs with a witnels. No, then Godline/s pendium of.
will appear to have becn profisable for all things, 1 Tim. 4. 8. and
although in the profeflion and pra&ife of it, we have met with 2 Cor. 7.9
inward repentant gricf, and outward lofs and mifchief, yet (as
Pasul faith)we fhall in the upthot find,that we have received dam-
mage by it in notbing.

2. Nor ‘will allyeven lawful acquifitions of outward profits or
_ pleafures, or honours, or the like contentmenss (as we ufe falily to
call them) if not better improved and husbanded, make Death
gainful, or be gain to us then, when (I fay not the unlawful get-
ting or ufing or keeping of them,for that I {pake to in the former
Head, but) the bare refting and fatisfying our felves in them,
without making out after, and fure of Chrift, who is both in
Life and Deathadvantage, will be the lofs of our Souls 5 and
what hath a Man then gained, though he had gained the whole
World ? Matth. 16. 26. Inregard of ufual events in ordinary
providence, Solomon faith, therc is a timeto get, and & time 10
lofe , Ecclef. 3. 6. and all our Life fhould be a getting time to
get Grace and Peace, that {o at length we may gain Glory s but
there is no time to dofe, at leaft to lofe our Souls, elpecially death
is no fuch time, when, if they be loft, they are loft for cver: 1.5amm. 9.3520s

Saul’s loft Affes may be again found, and fo the lyt Sheep Phal11g. ule,
(and fuch were the beft of us)in this Life may be alfo; but I:(P";:‘ ‘l’
Souls loft at Death will never beable afterward to'find the 7., 4'.:,".
way #o Life : nor will all the riches of the Wosld beable to
purchafe then a Guide to it. :

Sf{(f2 Indeed

1
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Indeed in the right improving of them for God and the
Poor, thou mayf be laying a good fomndatisn (as the Apoftle
{peaks, 1 Tim., 6. 18, 19.) againft time tocome, that, when
Death comes, thou mayft lay hld of everlafting Life: but
the bare enjoying of them, though it may fet thee on
higher ground amongft Men here below, yet it will never
be able to lift thee up to God’s favour in Life, or to Hea-
ven in Ddth, The gain of thefe things is the Devil’s
Bait, and therefore he caft it out as his laft device to take
our Saviour with, AU this will I give thee, &c. Matth. 4. 9.
and with which J¥Aedle, he enticeth Men to the lofs of
their Souls, and fo the fame Greek word Keedvs fignifieth
both ‘Gain and Craft or Deceit , becaufe by gain he craftily
deceives Mento their perdition. And fo his prime Scholar
Simon Magus, ( becaufe, as Solomon {aith, Mony anfwereth all
things) would be chaffering with it for Spirituals: but Pe-
ter gave him his Anfwer, that his Mony was not current in
God’s Market, but bade it perifb with bim; fo that it feems
he might perifp for all it with it: and if gain be all his
Godlinefs, all that his gain will be found to be los at his -
laft reckoning, and then the Covetous, who are moft gree-
dy of gain, will be greateft lofers, asthe Prophet pronoun-
ceth a Woe againtt fuch,  Hab. 2. 9. ) L
" 3. Nor ‘will the bare enjoying of outward Ordinances,
though more gainful, make Death our gain, which yet Men
are too ready to phanfy and promife to themfelves. Now
know I ({aith Micab) that the Lord will do me good, feeing I
bave a Levite to my Pri¢t, Judg. 17. 13. and it is a Plea
which fome even at Death and Judgment will knock bold-
ly at the Gate of Heaven with, to have it opened to them,
We have eaten and drank, in thy prefence, and thou baft 1aught
in onr Streets, Luke 13. 26. And to this day i’s a very
fhort cut that fome are ready to make from a Death-bed
to Heaven; they have becn Baptizéd, and by it Original
fin was taken away from them, and they have gone to
Church to Prayer, Scrmon, and Sacrament , and if then at
the point of Death they may have their a&ual fins taken
off by Abfolation, and reccive the Sacrament upon it for
confirmation of i, they make no quettion but they fhall go
bolt right up t6 Hecaven; and whatever their lives be,
Death will be their gain without all peradventure. But

Friend,
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Friend, be not too hafty te reckon without your Hoft, fit
down a little, and think ferioufly’of thefe Scriptuges. Bsdis
ly exercife profitesh lisle, 1 Tim. 4. 8. It is the Spi-
rit that quicknesh, the Flefy profiseth mothing, John 6. &3.
Circumcifion verily profiteth, if thou keep the Law; bus if
thon beeft a breaker of the Law, thy Circumcifion is made wn-
circumcifion, Rom. 2. 25. It’s not the bare having them,
but profiting by them in one fenfe, if cither in Life or
Death thou wouldft be profited by them in another, In-
deed we read Rom. 3. 1, 2. What advantage bath the
Jew, or what profit is there.of Circumcifion ? Much every way,
and chiefly, becaufe unto shems were commissed the Oracles of
God, faith Paxls and fo fay 1, gress is the gain that in Life
and Death we get by them, if wein Life gain faving-Grace,
and Souls-advantage by them: but they will not be fo if
we live wickedly, or but unfruitfullg under. them, and (o
. have our condemnation aggravated by them, as fome would
gatherout of Revel. 14. thofe that will not be gathered in
the Gofpel's Harveft. v. 15, 16. will be prefled in the Vip-
tageof God’s Judgments, v. 17, 18. .

4. Nor will outward Proteflion, and a fair thew under
thofe Ordinances, which too many reftin, and hope to gain
Heaven by, accrue to their advantage at Death, and their
laft account then. Paxl could fay, Though I [peix vt the
Tougues of Men and Angels , and thowgh I have the pift of

Propbefy, and FEaith to- remove Mountains, and beltow al¥ my

goods on the Poor, and have mot true Charity , it profieth me
nothing, 1Cor. 13. 1,2.

And more near to my purpofe; that’s a fzd queltion,
Job. 27. 8. What isthe bope of she Hypoerite thouzzl he bhath
gained this and that, and the rcpute with Men, wich Chri-
ftians of more than ordinary proficiency in Grace and Holi-
nefS, when God takes awy bis Soul? Man, thou wile then
be fuipr (forwe (hallall be judged) naked, and then, as Solo-
mon {sith in another cafe, Prev. 23. 8. The Morfel thoi baft
eaten [halt thow vomit up, and lofe thy fweet words : the hid cor-
rupticn of thy Heart will then up and out, to the loathing
of both thy {:If and others: and all thofe fweet mwords and
pretences by which thou didft impofe upon others, and en-
deavourcd(t upon God alfo, will be all loft, and thou with
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Grotius.

them, when thou fhalt find that of the Apoftle Rom. 2. 28, 29. -

made
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made good, Heis not a }m, wbo i one omswardly, scither

" it .that Circumeifion which ss owtward in. she Flefh : but be is

s Jew, who is one iswardly , and Circumcifion is that of the
Hears in the Spirit, and net in the Lesser, whofe praife is wot
of Mes butof God. -

Ravenne ‘extat -emblema ad
 picturam Phenicis :

" Securus movitur, qui [it fe morte vemafei,
Mors ea mon dici, [ed nova vite poteft.

Expuniti héc morte ad immortalitatem vews-
mus. Cyprian de morralitate, S, 2. '

FINTIS.
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